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ARTHUR, =

ARTIE, IT'S
= ALMOST 8. WE HAVE
B o i =
AND THESE, ScHooL! NOW.
YOUR HONOR, | VP4 R
ARE ONLY HALF & (&
OF THE CASES =

INVOLVING THE
CULPRIT!

4

o ; | —
i JI AN | ARTIE! THE PLAIN
"~ BUT CAN'T STOP CALLING FACTS,YOUR
YOoUu SEE, YOUR ME "“YOUR HONOR". HONOR! I'LL WAIT
HONOR? WE GOTTA GET == FOR YOU IN
. THE CAR.

THE
CULPRIT'S
BEEN BEFORE

TAKE A
GOOD LOOK,
YOUR HONOR.

YET JUST
ONE CULPRIT!

Who stole
6 that sock? 7






IT'S TIME
TO Go.

S C. COLUMBUS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL |

1"

CRIME SCHEMES
= IN THE SHADOWS...




 TIME TO
GET STARTED...

2 WUAT,
YOoUu LATER, DARLING?
CUAUFFEUR.

SEE you

LATER, MOM.

SEE You

: LATER,

HONEYBUN! / [
*{r/ : | N :
| |' "_ |

AND UERE KE 15, | e
PUNCTUAL AS [ -
7 HEY, ARTIE/

J0HN, MY
PRECIOUS
ASSISTANT.

W

GLAD TO
SEE Yo,
JOHNNY.

AND NOw
- d HERE I AM!

“ 13



NEVER
TIRE OF
TELLING
YOU: CRIME
NEVER
SLEEPS!

I'LL







MY SWORN
ENEMIES...

JOHN'S
ALLERGIC TO
WATER-BALLOON
WATER!...

PORCUPINES
ToO. '/ AND sooeazs

AND CATS.

N
LEFT-HANDED
\ }\v KID5 \
EYP \)
g n

HORSES. \'5“

: 3
Vi . T MOViES, ' /
, < ) O 7 4 AL50
- \ <. CALCULATORS.
W il
At |

° 19

BUT DON'T
Yyou KNOW...?!




ALLERGIC
TO WATER...

ALLERGIC - :
WATER-BALLOON : COME ON
WATER. TO WA-HA-HA-TER! SOHNNY,
LET'S GO INTO

ScHooL.

\
WHAT'S OUR FIRST M
| cLASS TopAY?
_ Ih GEOGRAPUY

\ ABOUT ANYTHING
\ L MAURICE SAYS. ]
™ T\ "BAD GUY”, 50 |

,M ok, HEHAS TO ACT |
. LIKE THAT! ¢ =
I e

1
4 \
¥
|
—— | |
i _"' 1:'.:
‘I‘
| v
II )
—
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ARTIE, AREN'T
you KIND OF
EXAGGERATING?

I ALREADY

MISS you,
DEAR FORMER |
DESKMATE!

I WANT YoU TO
WELCOME AGATHA
VASQUEZ, WHO JUST
MOVED TO TOWN WITH

HER MOM.

MAKE
HER FEEL
COMFORTABLE.

H, my =
NAME'S AGATHA
AND [T'S NL...

" NICE TO MEET you,
L I'MAGATHA! o

4

A

50 .. YouUR
| LAST NAME IS5 -
 VASQUEZ2? LIKE LUPE /= YEAW!
. VASQUEZ? o | SUE'S MY
e R MOM! !
. y
¢ TUE -
- RENOWNED
| DETECTIVE?
. MY IDOL?
yup!

WHY wouLD
I LIE TO YoU, MR.
5 KNOW-IT-ALL?

OK, OK! GO
SIT DOWN IN
THAT FREE

22

==n

‘CAUSE YOU'RE
A MEGA-IMPOSTOR,
THAT'S WHY!

DARE you!

I'M GONNA
HEE-HEE-HEE You!

23




SINCE You
. LIKE TALKING
\ 50 MUCH...
I\

.. I WANT A
10-PAGE REPORT
ON LONDON BY

TOMORROW.

24

NOW LET'S
GET BACK TO
YOUR BELOVED |
GEOGRAPHY!

{18

N

S

GYM CLASS, \
YEAW! : -

GYM'S S0
BORING...

AN INVESTIGATION
WITH TUAT
IMPOSTER?!

COME ON, BOSS,
EVERYTHING'S
oK!

<\

GRRRR!

JO0HN, RIGHT?
I'M AGATUA!

25

I'VE BEEN
BACK HERE FOR
A WHILE.

THE
PLEASURE'S



GOT A
PROBLEM
WITH TUAT?

LETTING
GIRLS DEFEND
YOUu NOW, LITTLE
JOUNNY?

- = ;:
= Hey, vv | | Losers Tuey
FAVORITE | | ponT EVEN KNow
LosErRs! 4| | How To sTAND ON

, THEIR OWN FEET

ASKED You,
SNOTNOSE?

LET'S GO,
JOUNNY.

FORGET ABOUT
THESE STINKERS!

FOR CATCHING
IT FOR ME,
MAURICE!

= SHOWER LAST

_— Wey, weRE  WEEK! 1
NOT STINKERS! =
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YOU'RE GONNA
PAY FOR

YOU'RE out!

oK auys,
TIME TO
GO HOME!

UH, SURE,
SHE MANAGED
PRETTY
DID YOU SEE - WELL...
WHAT SHE DID A
TO MAURICE?! ulh

e

=

|~ NOT BAD.
T 3

UM THE A~
OH, SANITOR WITH o
: COME ON), AND NOW... THE WART ON
.. INCREDIBLE! JOUNNY! DODGEBALL! HER NOSE!
RIGHT, ARTIE? e
. RIGHT,
dOUN?

U”-”Uu;
WELL... KIND THE DANITOR!
= OF INCREDIBLE.
| SUST KIND OF!

28

29



r—%
LATER FOR THE &
INVESTIGATION? “—

JOHNNY, ARE

PM. MY ——
= YOU COMING WITH ME?
PLACE'.[ WANT A LIFT? >

— IA5 USUAL, WE SMILED

I'M AND SAID GOOD
EATING AT D SAID G0ODBYE.
GRANDMA'S ST o—
ToDAY! I HAD NO IDEA WHAT

. WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN.

JOHNNY DECIDED TO TAKE A SHORT cUT
THROUGH THE TEACHERS' PARKING LOT.

B — W -

“IT'LL BE QUICKER THIS
WAY" HE THOUGHT.

STAFF

30 PARKING

IT was
QUICKER.

... OH, How HE
WISHED HE
HADN'T DECIDED
TO DO THAT,

POOR JOHN!

v
0

BOOGERS!

31



IT ALL HAPPENED - _ BUT THIS TIME THINGS |
IN A FLASH. DIDN'T @O THE WAY W
THEY SHOULD'VE.

~ DUST ENouGH
TIME TO sAY
.f Hi TO MOM
AND HEAD
HOME WITH HER. &=

AND JUST AS A NEW :
r—d FRIENDSHIP BEGAN TO BUD... | |

[~ DETECTIVES
SHouLDd
ﬁggzél‘;&;RD ... EVIL SCHEMED
DOWN. SILENTLY AWAY.

NEVER
EVER EVER. [

32 33



PRINCIPAL
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THREE P.M.
AT ARTIE'S HOUSE.

——

ALL SET

BOTHERING Tl

FOR OUR
THE GREAT INVESTIGATION?!
— DETECTIVE 4
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And Then There Were None

AFRAID OF
DoGs, YOUNG

Hey, THOSE
AREN'T BOOKS |
FOR KIDS ...

" MAKE YOURSELF

AT HOME. IT JUST SO

HAPPENS TUAT
THAT'S MY
FAVORITE

BOOK, AND...

T NOT SuchH !
T\ ABIG DEAL..

"LET'S GO TO ... AND I WAS
THE KITCHEN, NAMED AGATHA
oK? IN HONOR OF
ot AGATHA
1-. I CHRISTIE!

38 30



S0 YOU LIKE
DETECTIVE NOVELS
TOO?!

I'M CRACY
ABOUT
DETECTIVE
NOVELS!

wow, Twish 1 [ | heeur e

COULD HAVE ALWAYS NEEDED AN
ADVENTURES ASSOCIATE...

LIKE YOURS!

HELPPPP...
I'M GONNA

PERUAPS
YOU'D LIKE...

[ AGATHA AND I TALKED FOR HOURS
ABOUT OUR FAVORITE BOOKS. 50 WE CAN SOLVE

ALL TUE MYSTERIES

B —m e
4 WE EVEN FORGOT ABOUT .
" | OUR INVESTIGATION, BUT
THAT'S ANOTHER STORY

AGATHA KEPT ON — | |[ Awrkeer = M

ASKING ME QUESTIONS ... ANSWERING HER...
| I yup!
50 MAURICE AND
IS YOUR JDOHNNY'S YOUR
MORIARTY*? WATSON*?

AND MAKE
MAURICE AND THE |
| SMASHER TWINS

\ pay! : _,\\

i

*MORTIARTY 1S THE REALLY BAD GUY IN SHERLOCK HOLMES! *WATSON S SHERLOCK HOLMES' ASSISTANT! ELEMENTARY!
40 4



ALL TUAT'S
LEFT TO DO

I
D —

-

42

—

TO
CELEBRATE!

\

S

-,

— 4 g WE HAD SO MUCH FUN
. (BUT NOT TOO MUCH)).

43



—

| URGENTLY TO THE GYM!

WE DIDN'T KNOW IT YET, BUT THE
NEXT DAY... WELL, YOU'LL SEE!

J0HN WAS NOWHERE
TO BE FOUND! GONE -
dUST LIKE THAT!

ARTIE!

WHAT'S
GOING ON?

COME HERE/!
I SAVED YOU &=
A PLACE.

NO (DEA!

DO You
KNOW WHERE
JOHNNY 152

AND AS IF THAT WASN'T
ENOUGH, WE WERE CALLED

44

LOATHSOME
WRETCHES! you

NEED TO KNOW THAT
I AM NOT SOMEONE
TO BE PLAYED
AROUND WITH/

AS YOU MAY KNOW,
YESTERDAY SOMEONE
WENT REALLY

TOO FAR.

WAY TOO FAR. AND
THAT SOMEONE I5...




THERE'S
THE ROGUE! ABUSER
OF PRINCIPALS
- AND ANIMALS!

46

s ... HAVING LEFT A STENCH
SCOUNDREL ... = SKUNK IN MY CAR! &

> BETTER KNOWN AS THE e
STINK-SHOOTER SKUNK!
A FEARSOME N

RACE,
FEARSOME! /A4

THIS
DELINQUENT...

AND HE'S GOING
TO PAY FOR TWO MONTHS

IT WITH... OF SUSPENSION!

BUT THIS 1S NUTS!
JOUNNY'D NEVER DO
THAT. BESIDES...

ALLERGIC TO
STINK-SHOOTER
SKUNKS!

47



AS WE WENT BACK TO OUR

JOHN WAS A CRIMINAL.

CLASSROOM EVERYONE THOUGHT —

AGATHA,
3 P.M. AT

BULLY-BOY
i DELUXE MODEL,
60-FOOT RANGE.

BUT I KNEW HE'D
BEEN SET UP.

— AND AGATHA AND

I HAD TO PROVE HE
— WAS INNOCENT.

SURE TO COME
BY BIKE!

T 4 v

WE GOT
A CASE TO SOLVE,
ASSOCIATE.

AND A FRIEND
TO RESCUE!

FATSO JOHNNY
FAVE HOBBY SUSPENSION! @

49




= 3 P.M. ARTIE'S
PLACE..

F /' UELLO DEAR!

QUIET,
POIROT! Ui IbeR
s BE AGATHA,

~ ARTHUUUUR!

¥

L) > \- =

b ST I |

S 1AM, MOTHER — E
_—T) DEAREST. — E

o) | ﬁﬂ
JSchekbo ]

occhiglon;

/f-_ﬁﬂ()r_r_hiE’.r’E Sedrpon

.“;('_'-'_- —rT
HELMET - GOGGLES - LONG TROUSERS
ELBOW PADS - KNEE PADS - WORK BOOTS




roas 0

YEEEAH!

WOOOFF!

ALL TUAT
PROTECTIVE

SHOULD T OK, I WILL
RING? THEN!

“a f o i‘iﬁiﬂ:@.ﬂ
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JOHNNY, OLD
PAL, HOW T'VE
MISSED you!
PLEASE LET

WE NEED TO
TALK ABOUT THE
STINK-SHOOTER

SKUNK!

‘i(t END OF STORY.

J0UN, OPEN UP RIGHT
NOW: BOS5'S
ORDERS! VEAU,

TELL US wHo
SET you up!
WE'LL KNOCK
HIM OFF!

GO AWAY.

IT WAS ME.

" HE'S HIDING
| SOMETHING




PRINCIPAL

re side " 50 - GOODBYE,
I GOT A WHAT? _ NICE TO MEET
QUESTION FOR AND : [ . you!
you, ARTIE. A BUT DONT | | .

" you THINK IT'S A
. BIT MUCH TO FILE

ME ARTIE/!
A REPORT?
EHUM, YES,

You MIGHT BE
RIGHT...

(THAT USELESS THE =i
LITTLE WRETCH, |~ PLEASURE WAS
b CREEP..) _J 8 |~ ALL MINE!

| |

JOUNNY'S
ALLERGIC TO
LIES TOO,
RIGHT?

oy

—
- THIS 15 ARTIE. HE WANTS
[ LET'S GO OK, TO BE A DETECTIVE LIKE
| | To SclooL, ASSOCIATE! yoU. YOU'RE HiS IDOL!
WE'VE ARTIE! .

GOTTA UELP AND

DON'T CALL
ME ARTIE. =

56 57



\

Hi, ARTIE!
AGATHA'S TOLD ME
ALL aBouT You!

T's... sucH
AN HONOR!

ENOUGH CHIT-CHAT,

TO TALK TO THE
PRINCIPAL!

MOMMY! WE'RE HERE |~

J0HN'S
INNOCENT/

LET'S
STAY
CALM!

J0HN
CONFESSED!

HE HAS
TO UAVE BEEN
SET up!

S8

JOHN'S ALLERGIC TO
STINK-SHOOTER SKUNKS.

YEAH, MOMMY!
AND TO C:R?S WHERE WOULD HE HAVE
“ TOO, RIGHT: FOUND THAT SKUNK?
- = —— b 1-':'_1
\ a4 MOMMY,
THIS WHOLE THING
MAKES NO SENSE!

REALLY?

ANYWAY, |

WE'VE GOT TO DO
SOMETHING, ARTIE/,

DO YOU THINK
HE WAS SET up?

WUAT DO You AND WHO
THINK, MY DID IT?
HEROINE? ’

CAN FIND
THREE CLUES
TO PROVE
JOUN'S
INNOCENCE...

CAN DO THAT, I MIGHT
CONSIDER RE-OPENING
THE CASE AND TALKING
ABOUT [T AGAIN WITH
THE PRINCIPAL! OK?

S9



S0 WE HAVE
TO FIND THREE
CLUES.
HMM....

_DOABLE.

THAT SEEMS

I KNOW
WHAT WE NEED
now!

SEE YOU TOMORROOOOW!

1T “”f

S

ALWAYS LIKE
THAT?

YEAU,

60

" I'D HAD A STROKE ||
OF GENIUS...

YOUR HONOR,
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN
OF THE JURY.
TUERE'S
SOMEONE WHO MAY
HAVE WITNESSED
EVERYTHING TUAT
DAY...

% %X

of}~ ¥

) \-._.-' \- \)‘0
r_ "5-" = \‘\(\2\’;
= =~ de® W
1 b?ié\pw )
= A e &
e -
“INNOCENT?” . "
< DO You
UNDERSTAND,
KIRK-THE-HAM Eoun HoNOR?
MEGAL!‘)

HE MIGHT

~—  HAVE SEEN
~ WHO PUT THE
E]  STINK-SHOOTER
TUE CRIME #.  SKUNK IN THE
CAR!
TOOK PLACE IN e ] )
THE PARKING -THE-HA
LOT... ALWAYS r

SLEEPS.

61



YES, 1
UNDERSTAND

- THAT You NEED

TO SLEEP! IT'S

ALREADY 10 O'CLOCK

AND YOU HAVE
ScHooL

TOMORROW!

MAYBE
HE couLb
EXONERATE

62

KIRK-THE-HAM'S
STILL THERE IN

THE PARKING
Lot! .

HE MIGHT
BE THE WITNESS
WE NEED!

AND

PUT YOUR
PYJAMAS
ON/

THAT MORNING I EXPLAINED

EVERYTHING TO MY ASSOCIATE.
SHE SAID I WAS RIGHT, OF COURSE.
I NEVER GET STUFF WRONG. -

— WE FOUND OUR SUSPECT

THAT SAME AFTERNOON.

WHERE WERE
you THE OTHER
DAY WHEN THE
SCHOOL BELL

 RANG?

"1, WELL, YEAH,

I WAS... WANT
- JOME CHAMOMILE
TEA?

LOAFING AROUND
HERE, MAYBE? r—u

63



I THINK You
OVERDID IT...

=
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NO, IT'S MY
FAULT... T HAVEN'T

BEEN SLEEPING

LEAVE ME
ALONE NOwW
PLEASE,
I'M GRIEVING!

19 HOURS
dUST AREN'T
ENOUGH FOR

ME ANYMORE ...

SEE you
S00N, KIRK!

HE'S HIDING
SOMETHING
FROM US.

I AGREE
- TOTALLY!

WE SHOULD'VE
REALLY PUT

...ENOUuGH
TO MAKE
HIM crY!

UHH... ACTUALLY,
YOU DID MAKE HIM
CRY, AGATHA.

~ I KIND OF
GOT CARRIED

| AGATHA MY DEAR,
WANNA KNOW?

50, WHAT
SHOULD WE
DO Now?




EVERY DETECTIVE HAS
THEIR OWN SOURCES...

|

o

THEIR INFORMERS, WHO ALWAYS
KNOW MORE THAN THEY SHOULD...

... RISKING TUEIR LIVES

| EVERY DAY TO OBTAIN
| PRECIOUS INFORMATION.

ﬂ h

BUT I'M CERTAIN n How LoNG
ARE You

ABOUT ONE THING... .
GONNA STAND

THERE LIKE
,t) THAT?!

IT'S NOT ALWAYS EASY
TO UNDERSTAND WHAT
THEY WANT AS A REWARD.

THEY ALL HAVE THEIR

WEAKNESSES... EVEN WouLo
ASSUMPTA, OUR You LIKE
GOSSIPY JANITOR. A MINT?

SIT DOWN,
HURRY UP!_

DO YOU WANT? _

OK, SO WHAT

o,

wud

IS ACTING WEIRD.

] KN

OW ANYTUING B




T MM, MY ]
MEMORY'S NO

LONGER WHAT IT

USED TO BE ... [

THINK SOME MORE
MINTS MIGHT REFRESH
YOUR MEMORY?

Yyou KNow
YOU'RE MAKING
YOURSELF AN
ACCOMPLICE

TO A CRIME,

Au/ 50 - -"":.
YOU DO KNOW =

THINK
HARD: WHAT'S
DIFFERENT
ABOUT
KIRK-THE-HAM? £

YOU'RE
NOT VERY

PERCEPTIVE,
KIDS!

POSSIBLY...

ox |§ : Y
! “MM!
LET'S SEE
W L
i "'\I
\]_/
#

TELL US
WHAT vyou
KNow!

70

OK! OK! BUT GET
THAT SPOTLIGHT

THANKS,
ASSUMPTA! YOU'RE
THE BEST!

goT
ANY MORE '
OF THOSE , PRETEND
MINTS? _<you DIDN'T

GOT
BRAND-NEW

n



BRAND NEW!
I GOT THEM...

00Ps,
I WASN'T

SUPPOSED
TO TELL

you!

NOTHING!

72

KIRK,

I DON'T WANT
TO DO IT BUT...
IF YOU KNOW ABOUT
ANYTHING TUAT
COULD EXONERATE

JOHN by

SPEAK UP

NOW OR YOUR

MUG'S GONNA
COME TO A

NASTY END... a

e

I'LL
TELL You
EVERYTHING!

NOOOO! DON'T
WRECK MY BELOVED
Mue!

AND THIS

THREE DAYS
AGO I FOUND A
BRAND-NEW BOOT

ON MY COUCH.

BUT JOHNNY
COULD NEVER
HAVE AFFORDED
THOSE!

73



“Hi Kirk,
[ ———— If you do what I tell you to do, these will be yours.
Don’t let anyone see you tomorrow: stay at home!

___..-—-—-"'""_ If everything goes smoothly, you’ll get the other boot too.
Don’t even think about playing sneaky games...

-ﬂﬂm Em Playing sneaky games with us is NOT a good idea!

ﬁmﬁglﬁ e ums-.ig:l_ed your friend”
ME?.E[)} atﬂ ﬂEﬁlﬂ Meldlepdel!

EEEIEEI
10! E!Em
Eﬁ?ﬂ@mﬁl safi@s &l Eﬁﬁﬂ'ﬂ

emanl § q,ﬂ%é‘; 5
EI“EEE maE B

e ﬂlmlmﬂElE

nBm B
ol 00 BCE onl

cjoinn.

JOHNNY COULD NEVER HAVE
WRITTEN SUCH A LETTER.

BESIDES, HE WAS ALSO
ALLERGIC TO THREATENING
LETTERS, OF COUR5E

SOMEONE HAD
_r‘ SET HIM UP.

~ IT WAS OUR J0B
TO FIND OUT WHO
AND WHY.

74

HMM,
THINK I MIGHT
MAKE MYSELF

SOME MORE

A TEA.

75



THIS IS...

OUR FIRST CLUE
Al ~ THERE WERE MORE
~ SURPRISES IN STORE
FOR US THAT DAY!

now AL Bt
WE HAVE 2 ]

: f-# . ) \ 70 DO 15/
: ._J-!i.-.

WE WERE HAPPY,
REALLY UAPPY. BUT...

\ =

76

wiswario” AN ,;’Ilfl//
R us. N / * {//

STOP
RIGHT
THERE!

I'VE GOT
TO TELL You
SOMETUING!

THIS ALL
HAPPENED A LONG
TIME AGO!

BUT MR. BERTRAM...
COULDN'T YOU HAVE
AVOIDED SCARING
Us TO DEATH?

ASK YOUR
PARENTS!
THEY'LL KNow!

DETECTIVES
CAN NEVER LET
THEIR GUARD
DOWN.




e

you HAVE TO TELL
us WHAT You KNow!

&) WHERE'
- HE

"'tf
-

@

Go?

D = ..h.“:.
T \\
e '-—--')rl

N

78

= WE GOT ONTO OUR BIKES AND ==
WENT BACK TO MY HOUSE. D |

qE

50 ARTIE |
HAS A NEW d L

| " HER NAME'S
AGATHA! SHE'S ‘
LA M|ce KID! -L :

50 WHEN'S OUR
HONEYPIE GONNA
GET BACK?
Wl

ANY
MINUTE Now,

_af

WE HAVE
SOME QUESTIONS

79



[ DETECTIVES SHOULD ALWAYS
HAVE A SINGLE OBJECTIVE.

IF I saY ¥
" THE WORDS “SKUNK
IN A CAR", WHAT
. COMES TO MIND?

m w4 D

| ™ _.AND NOTHING ! g
THE TRUTH... ol :
I &=t :
. LET ME BUT_VEE TRUTH 64{ >\ MOM, T'LL GET IT/ .
THINK ... . , P s i _
WELL... - GOOD OLD & v
WE WERE N s el ¢ ~  UNCLE H =1
ScHooL [ ] THEO! 4
BACK THEN, ) @ .y </
Uk, BUT S0 e el - - @
NOTHING... MUCH TIME — Lo ] S
HAS GONE @ o W "]
_ p O & :
_ p ol @
= sl el =
—’_I .'r:] i =
» @
I KNOW SOMEONE WHO'LL [ ,¥“¢}§§§“
REMEMBER EVERYTHING FOR
SURE! YOUR UNCLE THEODORE!

80 81



'soLeTsc0TO
\ YOUR UNCLE'SLA  NOW WHAT?

TOITHINK
I HAVE A FEVER. |
'\ FAREWELL,

| ﬁ_x acaTis. 40
“Sa

- |l
Il

SN .

v ARTHUR,

Z— ‘
GET UP NOW!
QUIT WHINING
. ~AND ...

83



=
No, -
AGATHA,
YOu DON'T @
UNDERSTAND! £

I DON'T
WANNA! NO,

LAST
CHRISTMAS...

[~ I HID INSIDE A GIFT [
BOX JUST TO AVOID |
| SEEING HIm! -

TWO YEARS AGO, I PRETENDED TO BE
A LONG-LOST UNCLE FROM RUSSIA! T
HOPED NO ONE WOULD FIGURE THINGS
out!

SINCE You
WERE S0 EXCITED
ABOUT THE IDEA, I

GOOT
MORNINK/!

= ARTIE, |
L GET OUT OF |
THERE. 4

AT HIS PLACE
TOMORROW

EXPECTS vou | Ry ”
[

f\T AT 9.
| ,‘ JJ‘ N

© BUT WE o Ay A I
L HAVE ScHooL ¥ el 11
TOMORROW! - = e
ft ! i\
B i ¥ *

/ TOMORROW'S
SATURDAY, You
\r g ' CRAFTY DEVIL!

Yy =

'-....‘L___-__

84 8s



= THE NEXT DAY...= =~ = =7
DUTY CALLED
o) oo : AND I ANSWERED..
S GONNA GIVE
: up Now, you
wimp? !
-\--H-H-"‘u-"d- i 3 -~
i GROOAAAN. -
R WE'RE
GOING
E THERE
B _ TOMORROW, 1
= _ EoT IT? -
s NO MORE
SEE YOU =~ ——l ., FUSSING AND
TOMORROW, MA'AM! - COMPLAINING!
THANKS FOR CALLING
ARTIE'S UNCLE!
T

TOMORROW,
AGATHA! .

TOMORROW.
AT 9 AM.

SCARED-CAT. AND MY

HELMET?!

86 87



TUAT BUMP
LOOKS GOOD
ON You.
N GO
AWAY!
DON'T TALK
TO ME, You
Ol COME
ON! YOU'RE 50
ToucHy!
.. SERIOUSLY?
= MY UNCLE'S
1 ~ GONNA EAT US
UP ALIVE! 3

. v
2 _‘i__r__‘fcme DY-CAT!

Yyou DON'T

GET IT! you
_ DON'T KNOW
. MY UNCLE!

88 89



OK, TAKE A
DEEP BREATH...

I'M AND LET
P;KEDADDL"\)G! GO OF ME!

. ARTHUR! WANNA
IT DOESN'T . DO T FOR RUN AWAY?
LOOK LIKE A r» JOHN!

MOI\)sTER = .,.:v.]
l :
SIGH. OK.

F il l|||| l HI
THEN you &
@0 kNock! g

m

HELPUELPHELP

o1



HELLO,

I

\

92

\ h _
SORRY ABOUT

T“E MA5K; I WAS
WORKING!

[

NO PROBLEM,
MIND TAKING IT
INSIDE?

1
%
b

SORRY
AGAIN
ABOUT
BEFORE!

THANKS!!

AGATUA!

ALL MINE!

INTRODUCED
MYSELF... NICE
TO MEET Yyou.

IM T“EODORE’

=
o

THE PLEASURE'S ) /

|
ol

MASKS ARE WHAT  \ G
I DO/ I FIND THEM ALL ‘w;;"
OVER THE WORLD AND THEN (LB
I MAKE YOUTUBE VIDEOS % (
3 -

WITH THEM!

Y
d |

i — r

| u N \
S Gl RY

2

e



FIRST OF ALL, DARN

THIS THANKS FOR NOT THOSE MASKS |
ONE'S FROM EATING US UP. THEYRE 2y | Wiy WouLD
GABON! g I EAT YOU?

|

AND TUIS ONE
FROM JAPAN/

WHY 1S HE
WEARING THOSE
GLASSES?

WE'RE HERE

FROM THE AND TUIS AN INDUSTICE,
h HIMALAYAS. ONE 5 MEXICAN! s

IT'S ALWAYS WHAT DID A FRIEND
GREAT TO SEE Yyou WANT TO OF OURS HAS
I ADORE Yyou, ARTIE! TALK TO ME BEEN ACCUSED A SKUNK

OF... ; N : = IN THE

{
o oo PRINCIPAL'S

BIG ONES!

—==F

SMALL ONES!

~ MEDIUM-SICED
ONES!

BEAUTIFUL
_ ONES!

ueLy oNES!

iéﬂﬁﬁr '

94 9s




INCREDIBLY
INNOCENT!

AND YOUR
FRIEND'S

INNOCENT,
! RIGHT?

]

HMM, LET'S .

SEE... IT MUST BE 1= i
SOMEWHERE / |I0
OVER HERE.

DID You

SUST LIKE *ou wewe

THAT DAY ... THE ONLY

DETECTIVE IN
OUR FAMILY?!

96 97



= MANY - TOO
MANY! - YEARS

I'M GOING.
YOU'RE
HOPELESS.

!

MAYBE THERE'S A CAgE Tuat /
NEEDS SOLVING!

ARTIE'S "

WHAT AN _
INCREDIBLE DAY! |

I LoovwE
INTERROGATIONS!

K_/LM THERE'S HEY PAL, HEY THEO!

THE SUN'S A FRAGRANCE KNOW WHAT'S (g THERE'S TALK
SHINING HIGH f \or FRESH-BAKED GoING on? A APOUT SOME KIND
UP IN THE MUFFINS IN d P

SKY ... N/ \_/  THEAR.. i ATTACK O

AND THERE ARE
POLICE OUTSIDE
OUR scHooL!

THE NEIGHBOR'S =
DOGS ARE LOOKING AT
ME IN A WEIRD WAY ...

o8 %



EXCUSE EXCUSE .

ME!

"

A SKUNK .
IN MY CAR! DO
| | You REALIZE? 43

FINALLY T HAD A REAL
CASE TO SOLVE.

. :

-l . T

i
f

- o,
¢

=

a
¥
L

I COULDN'T
WAIT TO GET
HOME...

Ol sToOP
IT.

-

RUN INTO MY
ROOM...

o

<)

-

...AND BEGIN MY
" INVESTIGATION.
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I INVESTIGATED.

I INVESTIGATED
—— LIKE CRACY.

I ATTEMPTED EVERY |
POSSIBLE ROUTE. =

WHAT HE TOLD ME ]
WAS YET ANOTHER
CONFIRMATION...

AND EVERY NIGHT
I WROTE IT ALL

DOWN (N MY DIARY.
WHY DID T

HAVE TO GET
A LUNATIC FOR

102 103



[~ ..LED BACK TO
THE SAME SPOT.

A SINGLE PLACE.

BUT IN
THE END ...

THE THORPE-BELCHER AN ... I DIDN'T GET
MANSION. | ANYWHERE/!

" EVERYTHING |

. OK, KIDS? i,
r e — AS (N MAURICE "‘ |
) Tuorpe-pELCHER S HORPE-PELCHER!| :

MANSION!
THORPE-BELCHER

104 THE SECOND CLUE



™
B
an
B
dUST TOLD
' you DOESN'T
PROVE A
j THING!
%o N‘gx_‘l_’gﬁmve OK, 50 WE'LL 5 — o
; - GO TO THE
TO WORK MUCH . THORPE-BELCHER | TODAY -
HARDER, DEAR ~ sw MANSION. AFTER
CHILDREN! - =% éa:‘ : LUNCH. &
¥ s { < i

THAT
SOUNDS
LIKE A

BUT
THAT'S
NOT How
AN ADULT
1S

[
i

SUPPOSED .

T0

RESPOND...! = ==
Trea)s

<, |

NO, THAT'S
crAaZY!
COM-PLETE-LY

‘ IRRE-SPONS-
\  (B-LE!

DON'T DO it
(T, KIDS! 4

;ARTIE, :
F IF yvour MOM
_FINDS ouT ..

IT WAS
A PLEASURE!

"\lu.\____‘-‘_‘-\-

\ YOURE
P AMAZING!

BYYYYE! _

I'M IN BlG
TROUBLE.




YOUR UNCLE
1S5 MY IDOL!

: YOU MEAN
: s : AR YOUR SUPER
: e AN DUPER (DOL!
WE HAVE TO Vi / WE'VE GOTTA
SOLVE THIS L, DO IT FOR S
, / SOHNNY!
'CAUSE
HE'S
INNOCENT!
... AND 'CAUSE -
I REALLY MISS

MY BEST FRIEND.

1 ALways
HAVE A

QUESTION, o / =
ASSOCIATE... = , \‘_

108

WE LOOK

‘on STUFF.

WE ACCUSE
MAURICE OF
THE CRIME,

YOUR PLAN...
SEEMS KIND OF

WEAK TO ME.

I'M GONNA
GO HOME
FOR LUNCH.

109




e
MoMm/

DADDY!

I'M HOME!

c:::__'} CitaFelis. T e

Mishh staves
et 3 Travare

YRS Pleretziin
T Pamiinsd

AWAY, BE RIGHT

Frasciols &, e « PUT MY BIKE =<

you
STUCK
YOUR NOSE
INTO THE
WRONG
PEOPLE'S
BUSINESS,
DETECTIVEL

FOR ARTIE. HI SON. MOM AND I WENT TO VISIT GRANDMA ANGELA. WE
LEFT YOUR FAVORITE SANDWICH IN THE KITCHEN: HAM AND PICKLES. P.S.
DON'T FORGET TO FEED POIROT!

m

I'M GOING
TO WIS PLACE
NOW AND I'M
GONNA TEAR
HIM APART.




| g

HEY, POIROT!
ANYONE WHAT'S ?1(::”%;27
= ° °
\_%  Here? _ GOING ON LET ME GO!

= . POIROT? A%

OK! ok!
HA HA, THE STAY STILL
BUSYBODY'S FOR A SEC!
GIVING US
ORDERS!

KNOW WHO WE ARE? BUT

THIS 15 BUT I'M YOU'RE THE SMASHER
ARTIE'S BLINDFOLDED! TWINS... I RECOGNICE
FAVORITE YOUR VOICES.
KIND OF il
SANDWICH! min

WA HA! DID
YOU REALLY SARNY LE'S
Tll:'ll—:':)l!( yvé%" SMARTER THAN
- WE THoueHT!
| UEY, WHERE ARE COME BACK LET ME &O.
| L you e,omle?) O POIROT! THAT'S AN
T

ORDER!

FORGET
ABOUT
!

12 13



e

COMING!

WHY ARE
WE HERE,

I

{

{:3.]
-

POIROT? 4

GO! CLIMB
THROUGH,

GOT IT?

BEHAVE,
BUSYBODY!

1s



I'M 50 GLAD ™|
To SEE you &
euys!

I'M 50 GLAD
TO SEE you!

16 THE SECOND CLUE



™ WE'D PUT ON REALLY
MEAN EXPRESSIONS...

- WE WERE AS READY
AS CoUuLD BE.

-—%

)
O(.IR SENSE OF SMELL WE KNEW

WAS SHARPER THAN WHAT WE
EVER... HAD TO DO.

I ALWAYS
GET INVOLVED
IN THESE
THINGS?

[T WHERE WERE
\ WE HEADED?

THANKS
*_ FOR THE BIKE,

S

PROMISE
ME THAT you |
WON'T SAY A : ki
w%% ?TO A | TO THE THORPE-BELCHER
MANSION, OF COURSE.

18

HERE'S
‘ UNCLE 15
THE PLAN.  pwaminG.

ME, AGATHA
AND POIROT

KIDS, AUEM,
MAYBE WE
SHOULD ALL

GO BACK
HOME...




120

[

...HOW
ARE WE
SUPPOSED | |
TO GET
(g | §

SV2> L 29 ALweuae A
> ( TO DO I5 CLIMB AND
7 uP TUE TREE, JUMP LAND ON THE
. OVER THE WALL ¥ TRAMPOLINE!

THEN CLIMB
INTO THAT
OPEN WiNDOW!

121



THAT'S
} ALL YOU HAVE
TO 5AY?

W Tws wouse ®
“m, 15 LIKE A MAZE! (/)

Y TAKE THIS!
f | AND THAT! Ha!

. I HAVE TO DO
BUSYBODIES HAVE 15 ENDOY MY

BEEN TAKEN ouT! @
p—=- SUCCESS!

. DID You HEAR
| | SOMETHING, BEAST

HALLWAY 15

SERIOUSLY

122 SHARKY 123



GHOSTS... VAMPIRE...

WE LOOKED
AROUND FOR
HOURS.

ARTEE,
you kNow A
TUAT'S A BUNCH |
OF NONSENSE,

OK, MAYBE NOT
QUITE THAT LONG.
"

4 'll' EXACTLY ARE
AN e WE LOOKING
" "'.:: 7 ; -‘ F'..

: ANYTHING THAT

LINKS MAURICE TO
TUE CASE! sUUT up
AND GET MOVING.

BUT THE MANSION
SEEMED ENDLESS.

w“AT DO you ..I e =3 o
THINK, ARTIE? | A4
SHOULD WE

But SusT | [
THen.. B

= 125 STOP RIGHT THERE, BUSYBODIES!



O N\ PECESSIER)
.ﬂl :|"' . s » .'_. B

;e -

= Lo

ok o -—f
=]

WELL, you |
WERE WRONG!

GO GET'EM,
SHARKY!




Y

3

w
; |}

T
gz
y
Z
=
-
»

128
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POIROT! WE'VE
GOTTA SAVE
Him!

L/

- : HAVE You TWO
| HAD EXPERIENCES
LIKE THIS

|l'I‘
A BEFORE?!

WHERE ARE




THESE ANIMALS
SHOULD BE FREED!

AND
THERE'S A AND EVEN A

TRAPPENGUIN! SPECTACLED

HEY, HERE'S
A AFRONSIS
GOOSE!

...THE
SKUNK couLbp
A BE HERE

132 133



sToP, ©

Y youoRty -
'BOOTS-DELINGUENT!—

e
S

WHAT DO You
THINK YOU'RE DOING
IN MY HOUSE?!

..__ B E e ] DOESN'T HE e - i —
b le—=% EVER GET TIRED? o -

=
)

LET'S SPLIT
WAYS, ARTIE!

134 135



[#.=" COME ouT,
I WON'T HURT

v

SO

| . I:!I II'I |

o,

Pz

WHERE'D THAT
= SLOB GET TO? —

136 137



FINALLY oUT
OF THERE/!

LET'S GO,
POIROT!

STENCH SKUNK 139



WE WERE
7 T BUT WE HAD
~ SAFE. | " NOTHING.

WE DID [T,
POIROT!

g _WITHA
SURPRISE.

I THINK
you sHouLD
SEE THIS.

THEN MY
ASSOCIATE

RIGHT IN
FRONT OF
MY EYES...

DARLING,
THEY TOLD
ME TO GIVE

THEY LEFT TUIS
FOR YOU.

IF YOU WANT TO KNOW THE TRUTH, COME TO THE SCHOOL PARKING LOT AT 6 P.M..
SIGNED, TWO DETECTIVES AND A DACHSHUND






S0 IT'S you
WHO'S BEHIND THIS
NONSENSE, INSPECTOR
LUPE. I DIDN'T REALICE
YOU WERE SO EAGER
TO MEET
MY LAWYER.

AW! T SHOULD'VE
REALIZED TUAT
you'd BE HERE
TOO: THEODORE,
THE KING OF
BUSYBODIES! ‘
S0 TELL ME,
DEAR PAL...
... WANNA
BE
HUMILIATED
ONE MORE
TIME?

NO,

MR. THORPE-BELCHER.
TODAY I'M JUST AN

IMPARTIAL JUDGE!

KEEP CALM,
NIGEL. THIS

HAS NOTHING

NO
GENTLEMEN.

'

I SUPPOSE
you KNOw
WHY I'M
HERE.

ARGUING NOW,

ACTUALLY,
I DON'T.

145



you sHouLbd
ASK SOMEONE
ELSE TUAT
QUESTION...

WHO,
ASSOCIATE?

MOMMY ASKED US
TO FIND THREE PIECES
OF EVIDENCE TO

INNOCENCE.
AND WE

| FOUND 3 +
|1, 'CAUSE

WE'RE THE
X\ BEST.

- ’l'x R\ r.tf# q '
A A l.llll'd‘rlllo* ‘ .l.lfﬂ
@ Gicigmeato (@)

HeY
THERE! W,
EVERYONE/!

NEWSPAPERS

THE NEW USED TO WRITE
BOOTS WERE WHO couLD'VE THE LETTER TO
AFFORDED TO KIRK, FOUND IN
Ih‘):OE';( iﬁ‘é&’ge CORRUPT HIM WITH THE SMASHER
I SUCH EXPENSIVE BROTHERS'
SILENCE! B\ " eoors? SUED!

THE PHOTOGRAPH

MAURICE'S DAD
DID THE EXACT

SAME THING uNcLE?
YEARS AGO! - |

" THAT 200 UAS
TO BE SHUT
DOWN! POOR
THE EMPTY

‘E ANIMALS!
CAGE, WITHOUT

THE EXTREMELY RARE
STINK-SHOOTER SKUNK
INSIDE, AT TUE
THORPE-BELCHER
RESIDENCE!

| /NYIECCS CHERRY ON TUE CAKE!

147



MAURICE HAD
PLANNED THE WHOLE
THING: PUTTING THE
SKUNK INTO THE
PRINCIPAL'S CAR
WAS ALL TOO EASY.

P o

[ 50 MAURICE
DECIDED WE BETTER
THREATEN SOHNNY

E SOMEHOW!

o

XD
> 1y

N

&/ﬁ(\ Stapib

HA HA! T'M
50 CLEVER!

BUT THE PLAN WAS =——

WRECKED TUANKS
TO JOHNNY, WHO
WITNESSED T ALL!

50 TUAT'S
HOW IT ALL
WENT.

] BUSYBODY,
NOW YOU'RE
IN FOR [T/

N

148

FamyE== =g

i v e el
JOHNNY'S \

B House.

§ oo Sl

o I

AND J0HNNY )
TOOK ALL THE

BLAME!

HE TOLD ME THAT IF
I DIDN'T SAY I WAS THE
ONE TO BLAME, MY DAD,
WHO WORKS FOR THE
TUORPE-BELCHER FAMILY,
WOULD GET FIRED.
N g
b
— I COULDN'T
LET TUAT
HAPPEN. I'M
SORRY I LIED ou!
TO YOU GUYS. :
W
—
I'VE MISSED
YOou 50 MUCH,
OoLD pAL!

JOHNNYY!

il

149



15 TWIS
TRUE,

EXCUSE
ME, DAD... I
WANTED TO BE
TOUGH LIKE
YoU ... AND...

| GET INTO

THE CAR.

AND Now
BACK TO
us...

NOW JOHN CAN
GO BACK TO
SCHOOL. RIGHT,
PRINCIPAL?

OF COURSE! T'M
SORRY, SNEECER
KID! LET'S JUST
FORGET THE
WHOLE THING.

NO PROBLEM!

THESE
DELINQUENTS
COME INTO MY
HOUSE, AccusE
ME AND MY
SON ...

150

MR. THORPE
-BELCHER, DO
Yyou HAVE A 200
IN YOUR HOME? I
SUPPOSE IT'S
COMPLETELY
LEGAL,
CORRECT?

DON'T
' THINK s0.

L
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THE ANIMAL
PROTECTION
PEOPLE ARE
ALREADY ON

THEIR Wﬁy

AND

. IF J0HNNY

AND HIS DAD
HAVE ANY

PROBLEMS...

..I'LL HANDLE
THE MATTER
MYSELF.

MAYBE
you DON'T
REALICE WHO

LEAVE, NIGEL.
YOU'RE JUST
MAKING A FOOL
OF YOURSELF.

THERE'S
ONLY ONE
THING THAT'S
CLEAR HERE,
INSPECTOR.

[

Yyou've
CHOSEN
THE WRONG
SIDE TO
BE ON.

WE'LL
SEE,

MR. THORP
-BELCHER,

WE'LL
SEE.

152

I'M TELLING
Yyou AS YOUR
FORMER PAL.

TELL YOUR
NEPHEW TO
BE CAREFUL.
I DON'T THINK
HE WANTS TO
END UP LIKE
HIS UNCLE.

I BELIEVE
THAT MY
NEPHEW
KNOWS
EXACTLY
WHAT TO DO.
I DON'T HAVE
TO TELL HIM
A THING!

153




SHALL SEE.
FAREWELL!

KNOW WHAT
THIS MEANS,
ASSOCIATE?

~  CERTANLY, )
\ | ASSOCIATE.

INNOCENT!

AND

INNOceNT!  “OHNNY'S

AcHoo!

AND
JOHNNY'S

I'M ALLERGIC
TO PEOPLE
JUMPING FOR
doy!

ARE YOU
THINKING WHAT
I'M THINKING?

ABSOLUTELY!

MR. THEO,
Yyou KNow
WHAT You
GOTTA DO,
RIGHT?
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AN INNOCENT
PARTY HAS BEEN ____
EXONERATED.

—

A CRIMINAL HAS
BEEN HANDED
OVER TO JUSTICE.

\.‘

AND NOW? WELL,
s Now T's TiME
TO CELEBRATE!

N\| PRIMO CASO RISQLED:

%
AT LEAST

UNTIL OUR
NEXT CASE

i





