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Who stole the cookies? Who chewedon Daddy’s slipper?

Who made this awful mess?

Who did that huge poop? Who ran away without
permission?
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And these,
Your Honor,

are only half
of the cases
involving the

culprit!

Artie, it’s
almost 8. 
We’re
late for
school!

But can’t
you see, Your

Honor?

Artie!
Stop calling

me “Your Honor”.
We gotta get

going!

Take a
good look,
Your Honor. 

Hmm...

Arthur,
we have
to leave.
Now.

The
culprit’s

been before 
our very

eyes.

The plain 
facts,Your
Honor!

…yet just
one culprit!

So many
cases…

I’ll wait
for you in
the car.

Who stole
that sock?
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POIROT!!!

You’re
the culprit,
aren’t you?

Right?

I’ll take
that for
a Yes!

One more
case brilliantly

solved by
Detective Artie!
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  IT’S TIME
    TO GO.

ARTHUR!

 Coming!

What
a good
boy!

C. Columbus
Elementary School

8:01 A.M.

Crime schemes
in the shadows...
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And now
here I am! 

See you
later,

honeybun!

See
you later,
chauffeur.

What,
darling?

See you
later, Mom.

Time to
get started...

And here he is,
punctual as 
usual. Hey, Artie!

Hi, Artie!

John, my
precious
assistant.

Glad to
see you,
Johnny.

Your
glasses!
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Any juicy
new info,
Johnny?

Not a
thing,
Boss!

I’ll
never

tire of
telling

you: crime
never

sleeps!

Not
even at
school?

!
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Maurice
Thorpe-Belcher

Dwarf…

And the
Smasher Twins!

Hey, loser! 

Hey, dope!
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My sworn
enemies…

Hey,
what’ve
you
done?! Whaddaya

think,
dwarf?

But don’t
you know...?!

John’s
allergic to

water-balloon
water!…

And
dust.

Porcupines 
too. And

cats.

Horses.

Snakes.

Boogers.

Left-handed
kids.

The
movies.

Also

calculators.
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Allergic
to water...

Yeah,
water-balloon

water.

They’re such
losers!

Allergic
to wa-HA-HA-ter!

Come on
Johnny,

let’s go into
school.

Don’t worry 
about anything 
Maurice says.

I’m OK,
Artie.

He’s the
“bad guy”, so
he has to act

like that!

What’s our first
class today?

geography
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Artie, aren’t
you kind of

exaggerating?
I already
miss you, 

dear former
deskmate!

Quiet
down,
kids.

I want you to
welcome Agatha

Vasquez, who just
moved to town with

her mom.

Make
her feel

comfortable.

Hi, my
name’s Agatha
and it’s ni…

OK, OK! Go
sit down in
that free

spot.

Nice to meet you,
I’m Agatha!

Uh…
Artie.

So … your
last name is

Vasquez? Like Lupe
Vasquez? 

Yeah!
She’s my

mom!

The
renowned
detective?
My idol?

Yup!

Yeah,
right!

Why would
I lie to you, Mr. 

Know-it-all?

‘Cause you’re 
a mega-impostor, 

that’s why!

Super
duper
mega! 

HEE HEE HEE

 How
dare you!

I’m gonna
HEE-HEE-HEE you!
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…CHILDREN!

Since you
like talking
so much…

 ...I want a
     10-page report

   on London by
  tomorrow.

Got
it?

Yes.

Yes.

Now let’s
get back to
your beloved
geography!

Gym class,
yeah!

 Gym’s so
BORING...

An investigation
with that
imposter?!

 GRRR!

Come on, boss,
everything’s

OK!

GRRRR!

I can
hear you!

I’ve been
back here for

a while.

John, right?
I’m Agatha!

Yeah!
That’s
me!

Nice to
meet you!

The
pleasure’s

all …
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Hey, my
favorite
losers!

Such
losers they

don’t even know
how to stand on
their own feet 

HA HA HA! 

Windbag!

Let’s go,
Johnny.

Forget about
these stinkers!

Hey, we’re
not stinkers!

Yeah,
we had a

shower last
week!

Letting
girls defend

you now, little
Johnny?

Got a
problem

with that?

 Who 
asked you,
snotnose?

Oops!
Sorry,
must’ve
slipped

out of my
hand!

Thanks
for catching

it for me,
Maurice!
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YOU’RE GONNA
PAY FOR
THIS!!

Wanna
leave?

Sure,
Agatha!

COMING?

You were…

… incredible!
Right, Artie?

Oh,
come on,
Johnny!

Well... kind
of incredible.
Just kind of!

And now…

DODGEBALL!

YOU’RE OUT! OK guys,
time to
go home!

Agatha’s
pretty
tough! 

Yeah...
not bad.

Did you see
what she did
to Maurice?!

Uh, sure,
she managed

pretty
well…

Who
managed
pretty
well?

Uhh... The
janitor with 
the wart on 
her nose!

Right,
John?

Uh-huh,
the janitor!
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STAFF 

PARKING 

See you
later for the
investigation?

Three
P.M. My
place.

Johnny, are
you coming with me?

Want a lift?

No
thanks,
boss.

I’m
eating at
Grandma’s

today!

As usual, we smiled
and said goodbye.

I had no idea what
was about to happen.

Johnny decided to take a short cut 
through the teachers’ parking lot.

“It’ll be quicker this
way”,he thought.

It was
quicker.

But…

Oh,
boogers!

… Oh, how he
wished he

hadn’t decided
to do that,
poor John!
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NOOOOO!

It all happened
in a flash.

Just enough
time to say
hi to Mom
and head

home with her.

Detectives 
should 
never let 
their guard 
down.

Never
ever ever.

FX: HA HA HA HA

But this time things
didn’t go the way
they should’ve.

And just as a new
friendship began to bud…

… evil schemed
silently away.
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PRINCIPAL
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Three P.M.
at Artie’s house.

Coming!

Who’s
bothering
the great
detective

Artie?

All set
for our

investigation?!
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Suuure!

Afraid of
dogs, young

Aggie?
Afraid?
I love
dogs!

What’s
his

name?

Poirot.

groan

Make yourself
at home. Wow,

what a
house! 

Not such
a big deal...

Let’s go to
the kitchen, 

OK?

OK!

WOW!!

Hey, those
aren’t books
for kids …

It just so
happens that 

that’s my
favorite

book, and…

…and?

… and I was
named Agatha
in honor of
Agatha
Christie!

I was
named
after
him!

And Then There Were None



40 41

So you like
detective novels

too?!

Helpppp…

I’m gonna

faint…

I’m CRAZY
about

detective
novels!

Agatha and I talked for hours 
about our favorite books.

We even forgot about 
our investigation, but 
that’s another story

Agatha kept on
asking me questions …

So Maurice 
is your

Moriarty*?

Yup!

*Mortiarty is the really bad guy in Sherlock Holmes! *Watson is Sherlock Holmes’ assistant! Elementary!

 And I kept
answering her...

And
Johnny’s your 

Watson*?

Yup!

Wow, I wish I 
could have
adventures
like yours!

Now that I think 
about it, I’ve
always needed an 
associate...

Perhaps
you’d like…

So we can solve
all the mysteries

we want!

And make
Maurice and the
Smasher Twins

pay!

So it’s
a deal?

YEEEEEESSSSSS!
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What
do you
think?

Now
all that’s
left to do

is…

TO
CELEBRATE!

YEEAAH!

YOOOPEEE!

We had so much fun
(but not too much!). 
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John was nowhere 
to be found! Gone - 
just like that!

We didn’t know it yet, but the 
next day… well, you’ll see!

And as if that wasn’t
enough, we were called 
urgently to the gym!

Artie!

Come here! 
I saved you
a place.

What’s
going on?

No idea! 
Do you

know where
Johnny is?

LOATHSOME
WRETCHES! You
need to know that
I am NOT someone
to be PLAYED
AROUND WITH!

As you may know,
yesterday someone

went REALLY
too far. WAY too far. And

that someone is…
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JOHN!

There’s
the rogue! Abuser

of principals
- and animals!

WHAAAAT?

This
scoundrel …

This
delinquent…

is
guilty
of…

... having left a Stench
Skunk in my car!

Better known as the 
Stink-Shooter Skunk! 

      A fearsome
race,

fearsome! 

…he’s
allergic to

Stink-Shooter
Skunks!

But this is nuts!
Johnny’d never do
that. Besides…

TWO MONTHS
OF SUSPENSION!

And he’s going
to pay for
it with…
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FATSO JOHNNY 

FAVE HOBBY  SUSPENSION!

We really
have to -

Huh?

Bully-Boy
Deluxe Model,
60-foot range. 

As we went back to our 
classroom everyone thought 
John was a criminal.

But I knew he’d 
been set up.

Agatha,
3 P.M. at
my place.

And Agatha and
I had to prove he
was innocent.

Make
sure to come

by bike!

We got
a case to solve,

associate.

And a friend
to rescue!
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3 P.M. Artie’s 
place.. Quiet,

Poirot!

Hello dear!
You must

be Agatha,
right?

Hello,
ma’am!

Is Artie
home?

I’ll
call him
for you.

ARTHUUUUR!

Here
I am, mother

dearest.

Helmet - Goggles - Long trousers
Elbow pads - Knee pads - Work boots

HA HA HA HA!
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Humph!
Can we get

going?

Bye!

Hurry
up!

YEEEAH!

Safety 
first!

Should I 
ring?

Yeah!

OK, I will 
then!

Woooff!

All that
protective 
gear for 
just 30 
feet?

Johnny!

He 
darned 
better 
answer.

What
do you 
want?
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Johnny, old
pal, how I’ve 
missed you!
Please let

us in!

We need to 
talk about the 
Stink-Shooter 

Skunk!

 Go away.

John, open up right
now: boss’s

orders! Yeah,
tell us who 
set you up!
We’ll knock

him off!

…

It was me.
End of story. 

ACHOO!

Uh…

WAAAAH! Hmm…

He’s hiding
something
from us.

SIGH!
SOB!
SIGH!
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I got a
question for
you, Artie.

 What?

And
don’t call
me Artie!

Johnny’s
allergic to 
lies too,    
right?

…

Super allergic!

We’ve
gotta help

him!

Let’s go
to school, 

Artie!

OK,
associate!

And
don’t call
me Artie.

But don’t
you think it’s a 
bit much to file 

a report?

Ehm, yes,
you might be 

right…

(That useless 
little wretch, 

CREEP…)

So - goodbye, 
nice to meet 

you!

The
pleasure was

all mine!

Ugh.

What
are you
doing
here?

Hi,
Mommy!

This is Artie. He wants
to be a detective like
you. You’re his idol! 

Hey
there...

PRINCIPAL
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Hi, Artie!
Agatha’s told me 
all about you! It’s…

it’s... such
an honor!

Hel-

John’s
innocent!

Let’s
stay
calm!

John
confessed!

He has
to have been

set up!

Enough chit-chat,
Mommy! We’re here
to talk to the
principal!

John’s allergic to 
Stink-Shooter Skunks.

Yeah, Mommy! 
And to cars 
too, right?

Only red ones!

Really?

Anyway,
where would he have
found that skunk?

Mommy,
this whole thing
makes no sense!

Alright,
but…

We’ve got to do

something, Artie!

What do you
think, my
HEROINE? 

Do you think
he was set up?

And who
did it?

If you
can find 

three clues 
to prove 

John’s
innocence…

Excuse
me,

Mommy!

Excuse
me, my

dear IDOL! 

I said
ALRIGHT!

...if you
can do that, I might
consider re-opening
the case and talking
about it again with
the principal! OK?
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So we have 
to find three 

clues.
Hmm...

That seems 
doable.

I know
what we need 

now!

But I
gotta
get back 
home!

SEE YOU TOMORROOOOW!

Hey! 
Where

are you
going?!  Yeah,

unfortunately!

Is he
always like 

that?

 I’d had a stroke
of genius...

I had to tell
my two most

trusted
advisors.

KIRK-THE-HAM
MEGAL!

Your Honor,
ladies and gentlemen 

of the jury.

There’s
someone who may 
have witnessed
everything that 

day...

Do you
understand,
Your Honor?

The crime
took place in 
the parking 

lot...

...where
Kirk-the-Ham

always
sleeps.

He might
have seen 

who put the 
Stink-Shooter 
Skunk in the 

car!

“INNOCENT?”

  Name of

Suspect: Kirk Megal. 

Profession: Flu
nking out 

of sc
hool repeatedly 

Favorite pastim
es

   Chamomile tea, sle
eping in

      
      

  parking lo
ts, s

kipping

      
      

      
     c

lass.
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But
Kirk-the-Ham’s 
still there in 
the parking 

lot!

He might
be the witness 

we need!

…

Maybe
he could
exonerate

John!

Good night… …, Artie!

and
put your 
pyjamas 
on!

Yes, I
understand

- that you need
to sleep! It’s

already 10 o’clock 
and you have

school
tomorrow!

That morning I explained
everything to my associate.
She said I was right, of course. 
I never get stuff wrong. 

We found our suspect
that same afternoon.

 Hey,
Kirk!

What’s
up?

Yeah, Kirk,
where were you? 
Loafing around 
here, maybe?

Where were 
you the other 
day when the 
school bell 

rang?

I, well, yeah,
I was… want

some Chamomile 
tea?
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AAAAAAH!

Just what
we needed!

SO?!

So?

Hmm?

Hmm?

Hmm?

I… I was…
I was at…

Where
were you
the other
day?

…at home…

 My
muuuugggg!

I think you
overdid it...

Sorry,
Kirk, I…
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No, it’s my
fault… I haven’t
been sleeping
much lately…

19 hours
just aren’t
enough for

me anymore …

Leave me
alone now
please,

I’m grieving!

See you
soon, Kirk!

 … and
sorry again!

He’s hiding
something
from us.

I agree
- totally!

We should’ve
really put

him through
the mill!

...enough 
to make 
him cry!

Uhh... actually,
you did make him

cry, Agatha.

I kind of
got carried

away...

So, what
should we
do now?

 Agatha my dear,
wanna know?

PLAN B!
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Every detective has 
their own sources...

Their informers, who always 
know more than they should...

... risking their lives 
every day to obtain 
precious information.

It’s not always easy
to understand what
they want as a reward.

But I’m certain
about one thing...

How long
are you

gonna stand 
there like

that?!

They all have their 
weaknesses... even 
Assumpta, our
gossipy janitor.

Would
you like
a mint?

Come in,
fast.

We can
talk in
here!

 Sit down,
hurry up!

OK, so what
do you want?

Kirk-the-Ham
is acting weird.
Know anything

about it?
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Hmm, my
memory’s no

longer what it
used to be …

You know 
you’re making 
yourself an 
accomplice
to a crime,

   right?!

Think some more
mints might refresh

your memory?
Possibly...

Tell us
what you

know!

 OK! OK! But get
that spotlight

off me!

You’re
not very

perceptive,
kids!

Ah, so
you do know
something!

Hmm,
let’s see

He’s
got

brand-new
boots!

Pretend 
you didn’t 

hear. 

OK

Think
hard: what’s
different

about
Kirk-the-Ham?

Thanks,
Assumpta! You’re 

the best!

Got
any more
of those
mints?
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Hey,
Kirk!

Nice
boots!

Are they
new?

Brand new!
I got them…

Oops,
I wasn’t
supposed
to tell 

you!

Tell us
what?

Nothing!

Kirk,
I don’t want
to do it but…

if you know about
anything that

could exonerate
John 

speak up
now or your
mug’s gonna
come to a
nasty end…

Noooo! Don’t
wreck my beloved

mug! 

I’ll
tell you

everything!

Three days
ago I found a

brand-new boot
on my couch.

But Johnny
could never
have afforded

those!

And this
was next

to it.

What

is it?
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“Hi Kirk, 
If you do what I tell you to do, these will be yours.
Don’t let anyone see you tomorrow: stay at home!

If everything goes smoothly, you’ll get the other boot too.
Don’t even think about playing sneaky games... 

Playing sneaky games with us is NOT a good idea!
Signed, your friend”

Johnny could never have 
written such a letter.

Besides, he was also
allergic to threatening 
letters, of course.

Someone had
set him up.

It was our job
to find out who
and why.

WA
AAAA
AAH

 I’m sorry!

??

Oh well!

Hmm,
think I might 
make myself 
some more

tea.



76 77

YEAH!

OUR FIRST CLUE

This is…

We were happy,
really happy. But…

Now all
we have

to do is…

There were more
surprises in store
for us that day!

A new tip-off 
was waiting 
for us.

Stop
right
there!

I’ve got
to tell you
something!

But Mr. Bertram… 
couldn’t you have 
avoided scaring
us to death?

I told you already

detectives 
can never let 
their guard 
down.

This all
happened a long 

time ago! 

Right
here in this

school!

Ask your
parents!

They’ll know!
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You have to tell
us what you know!

 I wish
I could…

…but
I can’t!

OOOH!

Where’d
he go?

We got onto our bikes and 
went back to my house.

So Artie
has a new
friend!

Her name’s
Agatha! She’s

a nice kid!

So when’s our 
honeypie gonna 

get back?

Any
minute now,

I think.

Ooouch

?

!

We have
some questions

for you!

Hi!

BOILING HOT! Mom, Dad! Gather round, one and all!
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Detectives should always 
have a single objective.

If I say
the words “Skunk
in a car”, what
comes to mind?

Uhm…

The truth...

Let me
think …

Uhm,
nothing…

...and nothing 
but the truth.

Uhh,
well…

We were in 
school

back then, 
but so

much time 
has gone 

by...

I know someone who’ll 
remember everything for 

sure! Your uncle Theodore!

Whatever
it takes...

A few Christmases back...

It’s
good old
Uncle
Theo!

MOM, I’LL GET IT!
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 Hey
Uncle!!!

Hello
Artie!

H-h-hel…
..ppp.

So let’s go to 
your uncle’s!

Now what?

I think…
I think
I…

I think
I have a fever.

Farewell,
Agatha.

Farew
eeellll

Arthur,
get up now!
Quit whining

and …

Huh?
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No,
Agatha,
you don’t
understand! 
My uncle’s 
NUTS,
completely 
crazy,
a…

Artie dear!

Since you
were so excited
about the idea, I
rang up Uncle

Theo!

He
expects you 
at his place
tomorrow

at 9.

But we
have school 
tomorrow!

Tomorrow’s
Saturday, you
crafty devil!

I don’t
wanna! No,

NOOO!

Last
Christmas…

I hid inside a gift
box just to avoid
seeing him!

Artie,
get out of

there.

Two years ago, I pretended to be 
a long-lost uncle from Russia! I 
hoped no one would figure things 
out!

Goot
mornink!

w-what?
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Are you
gonna give
up now, you

wimp?

Grooaaan.

We’re
going
there

tomorrow,
got it?

Now I’m
going
home!

See you
tomorrow, Ma’am! 

Thanks for calling 
Artie’s uncle!

See you
tomorrow,
Agatha!

Woof!

Tomorrow.
At 9 A.M. 

Scared-cat.

Seems
he’s out 
like a
light.

The next day…
Duty called
and I answered..

AAARTHURRR!

No more
fussing and
complaining!

And my
helmet?!

Oouch.
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That bump
looks good

on you.

Don’t talk
to me, you
traitor!

Scaredy-cat.

You don’t
get it! You
don’t know
my uncle!

Scaaaaredy-caaaat!

GRRRR!

Hey, wait
up!

Go
away!

Oh come
on! You’re so

touchy!

WOOF!

Woof?

My uncle’s
gonna eat us

up alive!

… seriously?

WOOF!

SCARE-DY-CAT!

You’ll see!
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Ok, take a
deep breath…

Artie…

It doesn’t
look like a
monster’s

home...

Then you
go knock!

No way.

Coming!

I’m
skedaddling!

Arthur!
Do it for

John!

Sigh. OK.

And let
go of me!

Wanna
run away?

Helphelphelp
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Hello,
children!

Sorry about
the mask; I was

working!

No problem,
but do you

mind taking it
inside?

Thanks!!

Thanks,
Uncle.

Sorry
again
about

before!

I haven’t
introduced

myself... Nice
to meet you.
I’m Theodore.

Agatha!
The pleasure’s

all mine!

Masks are what
I do! I find them all

over the world and then
I make YouTube videos

with them!

Wow!
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This
one’s from

Gabon!

And this one
from Japan!

This one’s
from the
Himalayas.

 And this 
one is Mexican!

I ADORE
masks!

Big ones!  

Ugly ones!

Beautiful
ones! 

Medium-sized
ones!

Small ones! 

It’s always
great to see
you, Artie!

What did
you want to
talk to me

about?

First of all,
thanks for not
eating us up.

Darn
those masks,

they’re
scary!

Scary
scary
scary

Why would
I eat you?

Forget
about it.

We’re here
‘cause we

want to solve
an injustice,

Uncle.

A huge
injustice!

Why is he
wearing those

glasses?

Forget
about it.

WOOF!

 A friend
of ours has
been accused

of…

...putting
a skunk
in the

principal’s
car!
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And your
friend’s
innocent,
right?

Incredibly
innocent!

Hmm, let’s
see… it must be

somewhere
over here.

THE BIG BOOK OF MEMORIES

Here it is!

? ?

Have a look!

Just like 
that day …

Did you
really think

you were
the only

detective in
our family?!
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Many - too
many! - years 
ago.

What an
incredible day!

The sun’s
shining high
up in the

sky …

There’s
a fragrance

of fresh-baked
muffins in
the air…

The neighbor’s
dogs are looking at
me in a weird way …

 And there are
police outside
our school!

Maybe there’s a case that 
needs solving!

Artie’s

…

I’m going.
You’re

hopeless.

I loovvve 
interrogations!

Hey pal,
know what’s
going on?

Hey Theo!
There’s talk 
about some kind 
of a terrorist 
attack on the 
principal!

That’s all
I know!
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Excuse
me!

Excuse
me!

Move
aside!

Oooh!

A skunk
in my car! Do
you realize?

Yes, but
please calm

down sir!

Finally I had a real
case to solve.

Something big.

Oh stop
it.

I couldn’t
wait to get
home...

run into my
room...

...and begin my
investigation.
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I investigated.

I investigated
like crazy.

I attempted every
possible route.

And every night
I wrote it all
down in my diary.

Why did I
have to get
a lunatic for
a brother?!

Then the
tip-off
came.

And?

What he told me
was yet another
confirmation...

… and I mean
everything …

Everything…
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...led back to
the same spot.

A single place.

The Thorpe-Belcher
Mansion.

But in
the end …

… I didn’t get
anywhere!

Everything
OK, kids?

The

Thorpe-Belcher

Mansion!

Thorpe-Belcher

as in …

As in Maurice

Thorpe-Belcher!

Could
this be …

FX: Yeah!
FX: Yipppeee!
FX: Whoopeee!

THE SECOND CLUE
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No,
kids,

sorry!

This is
not a
clue!

No, no,
it just
isn’t!

What I
just told

you doesn’t
prove a
thing!

You’re
going to have
to work much
harder, dear
children!

OK, so we’ll
go to the
Thorpe-Belcher
Mansion.

Today -
after
lunch.

OK,
agreed.

Now
that 

sounds
like a
good
idea.

But
that’s
not how
an adult
is
supposed
to
respond...!

 NO, that’s
crazy!

Com-plete-ly
irre-spons-

ib-le!

 Don’t do
it, kids!

Artie,
if your mom
finds out …

Bye, Uncle!

It was
a pleasure!

You’re
amazing!
Byyyye!

 …

I’m in big
trouble.
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Artie,
I have
to tell
you …

 Your uncle
is my idol!

You mean
your SUPER
DUPER idol!

We HAVE TO
solve this
case,
Agatha!

We’ve gotta
do it for
Johnny!

‘Cause
he’s
innocent!

… and ‘cause
I really miss
my best friend.

Do you already
have a plan?

What a
question,

associate…

 I always
have a
plan!

We go
into the
house.

We look
for stuff.

We accuse 
Maurice of 
the crime.

Aren’t
I a
genius?

Your plan...
seems kind of
weak to me.

100%
guaranteed! 

 I’m gonna
go home
for lunch.

3 P.M.,
my place.
Right on
time or
I’ll be

mad.
OK?

Bye,
Agatha!

See
you later,

Artie!
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             Mom!
          Daddy!
     I’m home! Huh?

For Artie. Hi son. Mom and I went to visit Grandma Angela. We 
left your favorite sandwich in the kitchen: ham and pickles. P.S. 

Don’t forget to feed Poirot!

I’m gonna
put my bike

away, be right
back!

You
stuck
your nose 
into the 
wrong
people’s
business,
detective!

Now
you’re 
coming

with us!

I’m going
to his place
now and I’m
gonna TEAR
HIM APART.

Artie,
where

are you?
I need to

murder
you!  

*

*
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Hey,
anyone
here?

 Artie?
Poirot?

Poirot!
What’s

going on?

This is
Artie’s

 favorite
kind of

sandwich!   

Poirot: WOOF WOOF!

Hey, where are
you going?

Come back,
Poirot!

You filthy
stinkers!
Let me go!

HA HA, the
busybody’s
giving us
orders!

Please?

OK! OK!
Stay still
for a sec!

But I’m
blindfolded!

HA HA! Did
you really
think we’d
let you 

know who we are? But
you’re the Smasher
Twins… I recognize

your voices. 

Darn! He’s
smarter than
we thought!

Let me go.
That’s an

order!

Forget
about

it!
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Yeees?
Who’s
there?

?

Why are 
we here, 
Poirot?

Everything
OK, Agatha?

But
what?

 Again?! 

Someone’s
coming!

WHAAAT?
But our
plan was

bomb-proof!

We have
to get
away! Fast!

The other
window!

Go! Climb
through,
hurry!

Not a word
to anyone,
got it?

Better
behave,

busybody!



116 117

Here
we are!

Artie!

Let me
do it!

I’m so glad
to see you

guys!

I’m so glad
to see you!

And
what’s
this?

Could
it be…

Why
sure!

This
is…

Bravo 
Poirot!

THE SECOND CLUE
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We were as ready 
as could be.

We’d put on really
mean expressions...

Our sense of smell
was sharper than
ever...

We knew
what we
had to do.

Why do
I always

get involved
in these
things?

Where were
we headed?

Thanks
for the bike,

Uncle!

And
for the
camera!

Promise
me that you
won’t say a

word to
Mom?

Here’s
the plan.

Uncle is
waiting.

Me, Agatha
and Poirot
go in. OK?

Kids, ahem,
maybe we

should all
go back
home…

No! We’re
gonna do

this!

I’m
in hot
water...

Woof!

To the Thorpe-Belcher
Mansion, of course.
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Everyone
ready?

…How
are we

supposed 
to get

in?

All we have
to do is climb

up the tree, jump
over the wall 

Then climb
into that

open window!

and
land on the
trampoline!
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Brrr…

That’s
all you have

to say?

Take this!
And that! HA!

Checkmate!

The
busybodies have
been taken out!

Now all
I have to do
is enjoy my
success!

Huh?

Did you hear
something, beast

of mine?

SHARKY

This house
is like a maze!

And this
hallway is
seriously
creepy!
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Ghosts… Vampire…

Mummies…

Hey
there. Artie,

you know
that’s a bunch
of nonsense,

right?

 And…

What do you 
think, Artie? 
Should we

go on?

…OK.

We looked 
around for 
hours.

OK, maybe not
quite that long.

Hee
hee hee!

What
exactly are
we looking

for?

Anything that 
links Maurice to 

the case! Shut up 
and get moving.

Woof?
But the mansion
seemed endless.

It’s
devouring

me!

Hang
on!

But just
then…

STOP RIGHT THERE, BUSYBODIES!
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You
thought you 
were gonna 

get me, right? 
In my own 
house?

WELL, YOU
WERE WRONG!

GO GET’EM,
SHARKY!
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 Gone! Keep
quiet
and…

…RUN!
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Poirot! We’ve 
gotta save
     him!

He’ll
manage… 

he
always 
does!

Have you two
had experiences

like this
before?!

Way too
many!

This way,
hurry!

HELP,
WHAT A
STINK!!!

FEEDING ANIMALS is
STRICTLY PROHIBITED.

Now
where are

they?
 !

 HEH HEH HEH.

Trapped!
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I CAN’T
BEWEEF IT! Rooar!

Hey,
this is a

zoo!

ARGH!

These animals
should be freed!

?

Hey, here’s
a Afronsis

Goose! 

And
there’s a

Trappenguin!

And
there’s a

Lion-Beaver!

And even a 
spectacled

Cobra!

 Do you
think…

...the
skunk could

be here
too?!

HEY! STOP!
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 Got it!

Let’s split
ways, Artie!

GET
BACK
HERE!

 What do you
think you’re doing

in MY house?!

Stop,
you dirty

boots-delinquent! 

Doesn’t he
ever get tired?

GOTCHA!
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Where’d that

slob get to?

Come out,
I won’t hurt

you!

Quiet…
quiet…

Huh?



138 139STENCH SKUNK

Finally out
of there!

… woof?!

Let’s go,

Poirot!
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We were
safe.

But we had 
nothing.

We did it,
Poirot!

Then my
associate 
got there...

Here
you are
finally!

Hey,

Artie!

...with a
surprise. I think

you should
see this.

Right in
front of 
my eyes…

Humph!
Lemme
see.

Damning

Ma’am,
they left this

for you.

Darling,
they told
me to give
this to you

Young
Mr.Thorpe
Belcher,
a piece of
post for

you.

Sonny,
there’s mail 

for you!

If you want to know the truth, come to the school parking lot at 6 P.M.. 
Signed, TWO DETECTIVES AND A DACHSHUND 

evidence.
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Umph!

Let’s let
this over
with fast.

Welcome,
Mr. Thorpe
Belcher!

Are we
all ready?
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So it’s you
who’s behind this

nonsense, Inspector
Lupe. I didn’t realize
you were so eager

to meet
my lawyer.

No,
Mr. Thorpe-Belcher.
Today I’m just an
impartial judge!

Keep calm,
Nigel. This
has nothing
to do with

you.

…not
this
time...

Ah! I should’ve
realized that
you’d be here
too: Theodore,
the King of
Busybodies!
So tell me,
dear pal… 

GRRRR

... wanna
be

humiliated
one more

time?

No
arguing now,
gentlemen.

I suppose
you know
why I’m
here.

Actually,
I don’t.
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Yeah,
Johnny. Why are

we here? ACHOO!

You should
ask someone
else that
question…

Who,
associate?

Maurice
Thorpe-
Belcher!

Huh?

YOU!

Me?

Mommy asked us
to find three pieces

of evidence to
   prove Johnny’s

innocence.
And we 

found 3 + 
1, ‘cause 

we’re the 
best.

WOOF! 

KIRK-THE-HAM MEGAL

THE PHOTOGRAPH

THE LETTER

THE PAST

Hey
there! Hi,
everyone!

The new
 boots were
 in exchange
 for Kirk’s
 silence!

Who could’ve
afforded to

corrupt him with
such expensive

boots?

Help…

The
newspapers 
used to write 
the letter to 
Kirk, found in 
the Smasher 
brothers’ 
shed!

The empty
cage, without
the extremely rare
Stink-Shooter Skunk
inside, at the
Thorpe-Belcher
residence!

Mommy,
that zoo has
to be shut
down! Poor
animals!

Maurice’s dad
did the exact
same thing
years ago!

Right,
Uncle?

This is the
cherry on the cake!
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So that’s
how it all

went.

Maurice had
planned the whole
thing: putting the
skunk into the
principal’s car
was all too easy.

HA HA! I’m
so clever!

But the plan was 
wrecked thanks
to Johnny, who
witnessed it all!

Oh,
boogers!

AH!

So Maurice
decided he better
threaten Johnny 
somehow!

HA HA,
stupid

busybody,
now you’re
in for it!

ACHOO…

JOHNNY’S
HOUSE. 

And Johnny
took all the
blame!

He told me that if
I didn’t say I was the
one to blame, my dad,
who works for the

Thorpe-Belcher family,
would get fired. 

I couldn’t
let that

happen. I’m
sorry I lied
to you guys.

Oh!

I’VE MISSED
  YOU SO MUCH,

OLD PAL!

JOHNNYY!
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Is this
true,

Maurice?

Excuse
me, dad… I
wanted to be 
tough like
you … and…

Get into
the car.

But…

I said,
GET INTO
THE CAR.

And now
back to

us…

 Now John can
go back to

school. Right,
Principal?

GULP

Of course! I’m 
sorry, sneezer 
kid! Let’s just 
forget the 
whole thing. 

No problem!

AND THAT’S IT??!
These
delinquents 
come into my 
house, accuse 
me and my
son …

... AND
THAT’S
THAT?

Mr. Thorpe
-Belcher, do
you have a zoo
in your home? I
suppose it’s
completely
    legal,
   correct? I bought

that zoo
and I’m

keeping it!

I REALLY
DON’T

THINK SO.



152 153

The Animal
Protection
people are
already on
their way!

And
if Johnny

and his dad
have any

problems…

…I’ll handle
the matter

myself.

Maybe
you don’t

realize who
you’re…

Is that
clear?

There’s
only one

thing that’s
clear here,
Inspector.

You’ve
chosen

the wrong
side to
be on.

We’ll
see,
Mr. Thorp
-Belcher,

we’ll
see.

Leave, Nigel.
You’re just
making a fool
of yourself.

I’m telling
you as your
former pal.

Tell your 
nephew to

be careful.
I don’t think 
he wants to 
end up like 
his uncle.

I believe 
that my 
nephew 
knows
exactly 
what to do. 
I don’t have 
to tell him 
a thing!
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Heh
Heh.

We
shall see.
Farewell!

Know what
this means,
associate?

Certainly,
associate.

But…

Don’t
ask any

questions!

CASE CLOSED

Yeah!

             AND
JOHNNY’S

AND
JOHNNY’S 

ACHOO!
ACHOO!

ACHOO!

INNOCENT!

INNOCENT!

Excuse
me!

Guys,
I’m allergic
to people

jumping for
joy!

Are you
thinking what
I’m thinking?

Absolutely!

Mr. Theo,
you know
what you
gotta do,
right?
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ME AND MY FRIENDS!

FIRST-EVER CASE SOLVED!

An innocent
party has been
exonerated. 

A criminal has
been handed
over to justice.

And now? Well,
now it’s time
to celebrate!

At least
until our
next case




