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This book is for Gabriella, my mother, who came
home from the office one day clutching a bunch of
photocopies stuck together with sellotape and said

“your little magazine turned out pretty well, but you
ought to be more painstaking.” This time I have
tried to be more painstaking than ever.

I hope it will do, Mum.
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But this evening 'm going
to make a proper mess.

which hort wore? Hard to
Say. Greta was the only
person who stuck with me.

T
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Sometimes, I'm happy jost
drawing an S, just making my
marK ow the wall.
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: And how? I€'s all changed |
because of that guy she likes. |

Il draw it really big, here own the
school wall, so she'll see in the morn-

i Woah, Grety,
ng what | don't Know how to tell her. o

| had vo dea
about Sam!

Wy would anyove like me
ettt ~ [when'l have this on my Face?

He let on that he's Keen on me

[ a. 't-.
and all hell broke loose. ease doh

leave me!
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I'm going o draw — . "lﬁ A

the pendant | gave ] ) | / -
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Chapter |

ALEF is the first letter in the Hebrew alphabet.
It is also the first letter in the Hebrew word
"Adam", man. The letters in this word refer to
our unique characteristics as humans:
our abilities to talk and to make.




SARA, HURRY "\
vP! WE'RE LATE,
THEY'LL BE
WAITING.

-T' T

Dammit. '

L

\ TLRORE

ALL RIGHT,
MUM....
COMING.

CUEEB

1¢ 1



=S
750, SARA, THIS
1S HOW THING S \
STAND. WE NEED TO
GET YOU BACK ON

CHOOSE

Y
=
i

THE RAILS. YOU CAN {

BETWEEN SPENDING
30 HOURS CLEANING

VOLUNTEERS

OR 30 HOURS AT
THE RETIREMENT

~/ YOURSELF USEFUL
HOWEVER YOU
FEEL 1S BEST.

MAKING

18

SOME THIRD
OPTION?

NO, SARA. LISTEN, WE KNOW THINGS
HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT. A LOT HAS HAP-
PENED TO YOU.

BUT THAT'S ENOUGH NOW. YOU NEED
TO LEARN TO RESPOND DIFFERENTLY.
START BUILDING SOMETHING.

TRUSTME, THISIS A
GOOD OPPORTUNITY.
BUT THE CHOICE IS

WHAT DO YOuU sAy?

7 OKAY, OKAY.
'LL GO TO THE
OLD FOGIES.

- é /" VLL 6O TO THE

Y *"‘]r RETIREMENT HOME
o, FOR THE 30 HOURS,

ALL RIGHT? A

19

YOU'LL HAVE
TO KEEP YOUR
WORD THIS
TIME.

!

N
L.

'/ NO BACKING

4

OULT, NO
EXCUSES.

F =



SARA...
wWHY DIDN'T YyoU
ANSWER THE
LADY?

~ WILL YOU
KEEP YOUR
wWORD?

I SHOOK
HER HAND,

You Know what, Mum?
l/ords, promises...

.Ive had i€ vp to 7
here with thewm.

IT WILL
BE OK THIS

20 21



L | I / Vil

op to the parkl |

.

| doh't wawt them to see wme litter
picKing with 2 social worKer breathing

down my necK.

22

At the retirement home

Il fnd com€y chair,

put my headphones v, listen to music
for a few hours .each afternvon
and that'l be it.

| —

what would | talk to aw

go-wear—old about awyway? ///-"-

N

THIS IS THE SITTING ROOM
WHERE WE SPEND THE
AFTERNOONS. WE DO

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES.

OUR RESIDENTS JOIN ONE
ANOTHER BASED ON THEIR
INTERESTS AND NEEDS. FABRIC
PAINTING, MUSIC, LANGUAGE

PRACTICE, MOTOR SKILLS... /,r

YOU TO MRS L., FROM ROOM 12,
I THINK YOU'LL GET ALONG

WAIT HERE, I'LL INTRODUCE \

WELL WITH HER.

23



WELL, | WAS
WAITING

24 25



HELP WITH
WRITING OUT ;
THE ALPHABET. ¢

SHOULD

| BEGIN?

1250, THE GOOD

KNOW NOTHING

” THAT WAS

OLD DAYS. yOvU

WITH THE
FIRST LETTER,

WHEN I USED TO GO TO THE
SYNAGOGUE, CHILDREN WERE TAUGHT
THE ALPHABET BEFORE THEY
COULD EVEN WALK.

ACH, NEVER
MIND... LET'S
START AGAIN.

ALEFIS THE <&
FIRST LETTER IN THE \
HEBREW ALPHABET AND
WE WRITE IT LIKE
THis, SEE?

Wy




Chapter 2.

LAMED is the tallest letter, it starts above
all the others. It symbolizes the soul’s
ability to rise, by learning.




/7~ LIKE THAT APPARATUS
GIRL, YOU USE, THAT THING
YOU MEAN. / . WITH WHEELS.

LET'S NOT FUSS .
OVER DETAILS. IN MY DAY,
THERE WERE NO GIRLS

- AT SCHOOL.

BUT WHEN YOU
TRAVEL IN TIME, YOV
HAVE TO GET USED TO
ALL SORTS OF NEwW
THINGS.

NOWw, WHERE A ASLWAS
\_ WERE WE? - SAYING, THE
» HEBREW
ALPHABET IS
MADE UP OF

) THE GREAT TEACHERS T\ SO MANY THAT IT CAN TAKE A
SAW LOTS OF THINGS IN THESE LIFETIME TO STUDY THE ALPHABET
LETTERS. THEY FOUND MANY PROPERLY. BUT BACK TO THE
MEANINGS IN THEIR SHAPES BASICS. THE UNIVERSE BEGAN
AND THEIR NAMES. v WITH THESE TWENTY-TWO
LETTERS..

IT'S A PLEASURE
TO HAVE A NEwW BOY
TO TEACH.

30 31



“Easy. The Torah™
S3ys So.

od SPoke, ahd S
hiS word created.
3 ]

Legend has it that

i each of the letters in the
7. | alphabet pleaded with God to be
'\ the first one picked wheun he
- created the world.

So the book that
desScribes the creatioh of the
world starts with the word
reshit, n the

begitning”.

God didn't choose
Ale€, or most of the
others. He chose the

letter Bet.
=

brhat (€ listehing

to old Me T. was
£ a way of starting
3 o over?
: i
N -
i b

YA s 2

asanun Ay

ey adavaYavae
$ = =
- a...‘-..-—-fr:,.. S T

" the Torah is the first part of
the Hebrew Bible 32 33



what (s there St
to Say, ah»,\,vav’.? 4 n,
The world is [ Y&
made of words...| A _v
i N u

[can » ertevdship
end without any?

I

I i wove €0 ask
/ Me T.

Greta was the ovly person my
scars didh't scare off.

N\
wne.

SN
I N

Not so much . . i ) oy .
as a wotd. :

e
= el |

|




P
@ About the €act that [§
if | hadwn € run after  [4

that ball,

She was the ohly Friend
who could distract me
from thinKing constantly
about that day, too.

. everything would still be like before...

3¢ 37



WELL? WHEN
ARE YOU GOING
TO MAKE A MOVE?

38 39



Chapter 3.

The shape of the letter BET
is a container open on one side, like a house
with the door open. BET is the creation letter,
the house from which the world emerged.



( HOME BEFORE COM- )
MUNITY SERVICE!

7UELLO SARA)
HOW WAS
scHooL?

YEAH, FLL N\
GRAB A QUIC
SANDWICH.

IT'LL BE OVER
SOON, DON'T
! WORRY. BUT YOU | THAT AGAIN,
\ DID BRING IT UPON MUM.

! YOURSELF... =]

OK, OK. HOW
MANY HOURS DO YoU
HAVE LEFTY? /

OH YES, YOUR DAD PHONED
TODAY... IT SEEMS HE'S FOUND
A GOOD HOUSE.

42 43



| loved crossing the bridge on [~
my way fo and from town. [

2BV .a..{.,-_r »" 2°

Ever Since | was little I've always lived [ e AL I - iy RS e vsed to go down to

nedr the woods and the river. School, [N Y el : : .. IR ., o | theriver sometimes.
ty €riends, the shops — ina word, : : ; ; .
town — were all across the bridge.




Everything was as
it should be.

| spent loads of time with |
Mum and Dad.

Woods, hote, river, bridge,
school, friends, town, and repeat.

4 4



A€ter the accident things got in 3 muddle.
| Bridge, town, hospital at top speed. Other
= towws, other hospitals, far away friends.
Theuw river, woods, home.

T — 7 1
BUt in the meahtime things weren't
the same 3s they had been at home.
just Mum and | there.

Even | wasw't quite the
Same awny Mmore.

,:,," = o7 [Stace Greta €ell ovt with , S\ TN 2
Sl | me, | reallv’ don't Know. R -
S . ! e - ~ i
e . =
! N e *

f"- e = B
ES » A W =
S ™ S B e S e VS, NS —reie
= £ It LS A e i1 SE A e =
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Lok lrs 2 = iy S = ==

ARE YOU SURE YOU
WANT TO CARRY
ON WITH MR T. FROM
ROOM 267

WOULDN'T YOU GET ON
BETTER WITHMRS L7 SHE'S
A LITTLE MORE LUCID.

WORRY, I'M
DOING FINE
WITHMR T.

OY, SARA/!
HOW ARE
you?




IT COULDN'T
BE WORSE.

7 OY VA VOY, ¥
CHIN UP.

! BEFORE WE START
THOUGH, | WANTED TO ||
ASK YOU SOMETHING. 4

ABOULT MY
ACCIDENT.

MR T., WHY

DID IT HAVE

TO HAPPEN
TO ME?

THAT'S A BIG
QUESTION.

1 DON'T THINK

1 CAN EXPLAIN IT. | THINK
IT'S JUST A CASE OF

50

"CHANCE".ITISA
RATHER RARE WORD.

IT SOMETIMES
REFERS TO ACCIDENT,
SOMETIMES TO
PROVIDENCE. OR
SOMETIMES A KIND OF 1
ENCOUNTER WITH A%

DESTINY.

YOU HAVE TO
INTERPRETIT

CASEBY CASE. _/

LWANT
TO KNOW...
THENL
wouLD
UNDERSTAND
WHETHER MY
LIFE COULD

HAVE BEEN

LISTEN,
SARA. L WILL
ANSWER YOUL

WITH THE
LETTER BET.
WE READ
HEBREW FROM
RIGHT TO LEFT,
REMEMBER?

7

BET'S SHAPE IS
CLOSED ON THREE
SIDES AND OPEN
TOWARDS THE LEFT.
SO BET LOOKS LIKE
A HOUSE WITH THE
DOOR OPEN.IT'S AS
IF THE LETTER WAS
SAYING: DON'T TRY TO
KNOW WHAT IS

QOVE YOu,

NOR WHAT IS
UNDERNEATH
YOU, NOR
WHAT WAS
BEFORE YOU...
SEE? THE ONLY
OPENING IS IN
FRONT, SO...
GO AHEAD!




YOU WRITE...

EXACTLY.
LET'SKEEP |
. GOING. ./

'LL TELL YOU
A STORY WHILE

DO YOU KNOW WHAT? <
EVEN RABBI LOEW, ONE OF

“' ."'l' r —? — ;é'—-— T T T ;TTT]
C——+-=———> ONE OF THE CREATION “~—
STORIES TELLS OF
HOW THE FIRST MAN
WAS BORN.

MY GREATEST TEACHERS,
WAS ABLE TO BREATHE LIFE

INTO oB)ECTs’ |

{ AND ALL
THANKS
TO THE

ALPHABET. /=)

&OD FORMED
HIM OUT OF
EARTH, IN HIS

52

HE KNEW
THE LETTERS’
SECRETS SO WELL
THAT HE WAS ABLE
TO COMMAND THOSE
OF THE UNIVERSE.

HE HELD
ENORMOUS
POWER.

53



A MAN, MADE
OUT OF CLAY.
WORDLESS, BUT

ALIVE!

AND SO HE WAS ABLE "Nl
TO MAKE A GOLEM.

Lofs of us, as we grow
up, look for another
world, €or something

that will carry us away,
makKe us feel special. A
passiow, 3 hiding place.

A place where we can explore,
test our limits, vnderstand who

we are, or chavnge our idewntity.

CARVED ON HIS
FOREHEAD.

7 HE BROUGHT HIM TO
LIFE WiTH JUST ONE )

[F]

FEIV RO DOy

fl‘{:;:;rl

Sometimes that world isnt what we [
thought it \would be. So we veed a vew
ohe, we start looKing again.

2 —

55
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After | was
| run over, | €ound
Y | could escape
| by writing huge i
letterson walls. |

i€ was & wa

of vewnting my

awnger about
what had
happened.

But often those letters just Spelt ovt my own wame.
Maybe | was the reasoeu why everything had gone
¢ kho should | take it out on?

Anyway, now I've Found & new
world i this strange alphabet.

——

Letters that | can't
yet use to make a
single word,

but which, € you believe Mr T.
from room 26, seem to
contain the whole wworld.

5%



Chapter 4.

The letter VAV represents completeness.
It is a con junction, like "and" it links words
and phrases, bringing multiple concepts together.
It is shaped like a hook and represents the connection
between heaven and earth. It implies relationships
between different events and continuity
across generations.



1 =1

: —
[ E— Ve
N SEE YOU

= INCLASS.

/7" AW, SAM,
WHAT'S THE
HURRY?

\

BROUGHT ME
. THE WORK?

I'LL GIVE
YOU MY
EXERCISE
BOOK.

61



LETS
MOVE ON TO
CORRECT YOUR
EXERCISES.

(

PSST..SARA,
HAVE YOU
GOTIT?

IDIDN'T

GETIT

THE
GREAT RABBIS
UNDERSTOOD THE
SECRET FORCES
AT WORK IN THE
UNIVERSE,

MANIFESTATIONS
OF THE DIVINE, LIKE
SCIENCE, BEAUTY,
POWER,

ETERNITY,

63



; IT'S AN
ARDUOUS PATH
TO TREAD. KNOWING

HERE YOV
CAN SEE THEM
ARRANGED IN A

TREE SHAPE, WITH THESE THING S
BRANCHES MEANS GOVERNING
CONNECTING THE POWERS OF
THEM. THE CREATED

WORLD.

f WELL, SARAT &
~“2 ARE YOU GOING TO
TELL ME HOW /

YOU DID THIS A,
» EXERCISE?

THESE ARE
VERY COMPLEX
MATTERS. BUT
EVERYTHING
STARTS WITH THE
ALPHABET.

(4

64

SARA, WE ARE ALL
RUNNING OUT OF
PATIENCE WITH

_— el
———————— EITHER YOU

~/ CATCHULP, OR YOU
FAIL THE YEAR.
UNDERSTOOD?

PAY ATTENTION AND
STOP DRAWING ON
THE DESK/ __

65




ATy

,» AFTERNO

/ SARA, BEFORE YOU
GO IN COULD you
GIVE ME A HAND?

INEED TOMOVE
SOME BOXES INTO
THE KITCHEN. 4

TODAY YOUR FRIEND
REALLY DROVE VS MAD. HE
WAS CONVINCED HE NEEDED
TO GO TO A SYNAGOGVE
IN PRAGUE...

IT APPEARS SO,
BUT.. DON'T YOU
GET THE FEELING
THAT... THAT HE'S...
WELL, GAGA?

7’

HE GOES ON AND ON ABOULT
HAVING BEEN TAUGHT BY
ANCIENT RABBIS, HAVING

TRAVELLED IN TIME...

YOU'RE SO YOUNG... DON'T
HIS STORIES GIVE YOU
THE SHIVERSY?

YOU KNOW, DON'T YOU, THAT T.
ISN'T HIS REAL NAME? YEARS AGO
HE TURNED UP AT THE STATION,
APPARENTLY LOST, AND FOR AGES

. NO ONE COULD WORK
OUT WHERE HE'D
COME FROM.

NO ONE EVER CAME LOOKING
FOR HIM. IN THE END, WE
DISCOVERED A DISTANT

RELATIVE WHO ASSURED VS

THAT HE WAS NEVER A

Z, PRACTISING

JEW.

AND SAID HE HAD NO IDEA
WHERE HE COULD HAVE

LEARNT THAT ALPHABET

AND THOSE STORIES. _~

WELL THEN HIS STORY MIGHT
BE TRUE, DON'T YOU THINK? A
CASE OF TRANSMIGRATION
OF SOULS.

6+



HE TOLD ME ABOUT
IT HIMSELF.IT SEEMSIT'S
A DOCTRINE LARGELY
N\, REJECTED By MOST RABBIS
AND YET...

DON'T BE SILLY.
ANYWAY, DESPITE BEING
SO FOND OF THE ALPHABET,
HE DOESN'T KNOW HOW
TO READ A THING IN
HEBREW.

WE BROUGHT
HIM SOME BOOKS
BUT HE DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT TO DO WITH

. THEM.

HE'S JUST A
CONFUSED OLD
MAN. DON'T
ENCOURAGE HIM.

WE'VE ALREADY GOT
ENOUGH ECCENTRIC
TYPES HERE. BEST NOT
TO RATTLE HIM.

68

HE SEEMS TO ME MORE RATTLED
BY YOU KEEPING ON AT HIM ABOUT
HIS NAME AND HIS APPEARANCE
IN THE MIRROR.

WANTS TO TEACH\
MY TEACHER AND

'LL BE WIS
. <

I'M PERFECTLY HAPPY TO SIT

{ WITH HIM, AND HE CAN TALK ABOUT

WHATEVER HE LIKES
WiTH ME.

AND IF HE

WELL HE CAN BE

]

NOWw IF YOU'LL
EXCUSE ME, HE'S
EXPECTING ME.

s




SO, AS YOU KNOW, | HAD WISE TEACHERS. SOME OF THEM SAID THAT NO LAWS EACH PERSON WOULD WHISPER THEIR PERSONAL PRAYERS INTO MY EAR, AND
AND ORDERS WOULD GET US TO HEAVEN, AND THAT INSTEAD WE NEEDED L wOULD WRITE THEM DOWN. THEIR PLEAS COULDN'T BE SPOKEN ALOULD,
TO BRING HEAVEN TO EARTH WITH SONG AND DANCE! JOY WAS THE WAY. YOU SEE, THEY HAD TO REACH THE RABBI ON A PIECE OF PAPER.

THE WISEST RABBIS WERE BELEAGUERED WITH REQUESTS.
PEOPLE WERE ALWAYS KNOCKING AT THEIR DOORS.

LWAS JUST A BOY THEN AND L USED TO SIT ON A STOOL
AND WRITE DOWN WHAT THEY WANTED.




’)573‘;5 MINDFUL OF AND, WHEN YOU

LS s
T " BuTCAN SARA, SARA.
' & T, b wWORDS BE SO WORDS CAN THE DIFFERENCE TALK, CHOOSE YOUR
o s POWERFULY DO ANYTHING. BETWEEN TALKING AND WORDS CAREFULLY,
&5 i NOT TALKING. |

il

ABSOLUTELY. \/
SOMETIMES THE RABBI !]t
wOULD TRANSFORM OBJECTS
OR COINS INTO POWERFUL
AMULETS, JUST By
PRONOUNCING A

FEwW WORDS. A
- “ 'm\‘ i'V"J‘-:.((‘ ﬂ\ almr. g . g P
5335 2
| ) —
L2 AN | |
: A _
~ L

THEY CAI\\
MAKE THE DIFFER?
ENCE BETWEEN
. ONE WORLD AND /-

EVEN THE \

IN HEBRE W, DABAR
MEANS "A WORD’ SMALLEST WORDS )

{uT ALSO"A THING".

HAVE VERY BIG
MEANINGS.

~ J)

THE WHOLE OF

CREATION CAME OUT OF

A SINGLE EXPRESSION,
BERESHIT, LIKE A SNAIL
EMERGING FROM

ITS SHELL...

WHOLE OF
CREATION...

== I
WORDS MAKE,
CREATE, BRING
INTO BEING, MAKE
THING'S HAPPEN. .

=

..ALL OF IT AROSE
FROM THE EARTH, YES, IT APPEARS THAT THE WORLD WE LIVE

THE LIGHT, DARKNESS, WILD AND TAME

STARS, SkY, SEA, EARTH, ANIMALS, AND EVEN... CALLED TO LIFE. IN WAS THE RESULT OF GOD'S
ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE! -- S TWENTYEIGHTH ATTEMPT.
VEGETATION, r

THINK OF THAT/

. ALL THOSE WORLDS
THAT ENDED WHEN
THEY HAD ONLY
JUST BEGUN.

22



THAT'S WHAT
HAPPENS

EVERYTHING IDO -
TURNS OUT WRONG.... |

{  COLLECT wORLDS THAT

i WERE DONE FOR BEFORE /
N THEY EVEN BEGAN. "

P | e
N KNOW WHAT
\~ TO DO. ‘

DON'T GET
YOURSELF DOWN
ABOVUT IT, YOV

/]USTTR\/

TO DO YOVR
BEST.

yOU CAN'T GO
WRONG THEN.

WHEN THE WORLD ENDS, GOD
WON'T ASK YOU WHY YOU
WERE NEVER AS GREAT AS

MOSES. ONLY WHY YOU WERE A

NEVER AS
GREAT AS

*

YOU MEAN A
BETTER VERSION

" yOU SEE? "\

~ (THAT'S A GOOD)

PLACETO
START. ~

— COME, =
LET'S GET BACK TO
THE ALPHABET.




I've asked when we'll move
)
on, whew Il translate a
Sevtence, when hell teach
me something else.

AL
N
I'm ot making so much as an inch Z 0
of progress in our sessiouns. J oF
_ (S
he's ouly taught L ;

me the alphabet.

He says we will, we will,
but there's vo rush.
: ‘ Maybe wurse

n all these \weeks,
apart €rom telling me
Stories about rabbis,
clay people, avnd the
tree of lie,

Hilda is right.

From the beginning,
every time.




TOMORROW YOUR
DAD wILL PICK YOUL UP
\FROM THE RETIREMENT

HOME.

FOR ALL HE
CARES.




Chapter 5.

The letter QOF is the only letter that extends
below the line. It represents the discovery
that even evil has its place in creation.




Dad's moving to another town.
I'm looKing forward to talking
to Mr T. about it.

| waht €o Know
what Kind of
miKre that is!

Wh” does owe
persons fate have fo
. affed other }people
[ so wmuch/

\/

Ha, and what € everything
is decided by chance,
like wmy accident?

How can anyone believe that

words can do anything, i€ all
i€ takes is a rahdom accidewt
and everything ¢alls apart?

IT'S BEST
IF YOU DON'T

83



L WANTED TO LET You
KNOW, BUT 1 COULDN'T
FIND YOUR NUMBER...

NOT TODAY I'M
AFRAID. YOUR HOURS
WILL STILL BE
COUNTED.

BUT THIS IS
THE DAY WHEN
LVISIT HIM, IT'S

MY SERVICE.

WHERE IS

BUT LWANT

1JUST NEED TO ASK
HIM ONE THING AND TO SEE HIM!

S

/
YOU ABSOLUTELY
MUSTN'T GO INTO HIS
.\ ROOM, UNDERSTOOD?
ap

.

==

/

84 35
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HELLOY Hi, DAD...
YES...NO...1 FINISHED
EARLY.

'VE ALREADY LEFT,\
\ SORRY IDIDN'T LET
YOU KNOW.

I'M AT THE

A BRIDGE. I'LL
Qab WAIT FOR
© YOU.
:,. : e < ,1
i ‘é/"
Py &
R A %
= D ——
WKl T ‘.!,
\ \\lﬁ&'&'{’gy -;‘i“'i\\'_“&- L M
7 et DID YOU GET N
¢ - ﬁ‘-"}‘:»‘ CAUGHT IN THE

A BIT BUT
'M NEARLY
DRY NOW.

ANICE
CREAM?

e s -
oy o - w0
i Wt ﬁ/ﬁ;mw \ K@:r : . i, ".I.@t‘m‘w o SO WHAT
oy v w N ] R s\ o = WOULD YOU LIKE
oW, W = - W22 N 18 i
S i (5] RO 1) i
X ol % il ir,
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—
Q

IT'S NO GOOD

IF | KEEP ASKING
VESTIONS... DO YOU |/ £
WANT TO ASKME //
SOMETHING?

e

UHHH..NO,

Lo ANYWAY IT'S NEARLY
¢\ TIME WE WENT. YOU
KNOW, SCHOOL... A

hy did you have [
to choose a toww So [N,
far away from me?

what do you do
when you're not
at work?

Do you €hink|
about me L

e

toe !

ov remevwb-er d
hings we vsed ||
to do (‘ogefher?

n should be easy
really, Shouldn't (€?
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- OM, ... PRICKED MY =2 WHAT ARE
7 SARATSARA! N\, FINGER ON THE /I THERE'S vyou? How DID
{ WHAT'S HAPPENED? ¥ CACTUS. ‘Il SOME IN THE
N ARE YOU ALL ‘o ), BATHROOM.
RIGHT? : BEST (. -
- N\ GET SOME \
ANTISEPTIC el
ONIT. et
— s
|
BUT WHAT N

AFUSS/ you
GAVEMEA
FRIGHT. /.

:IT |\"d(b(&j l' in i
[ Me T.s Story. I



Chapter 6.

The shape of the letter NUN is like bending or falling over.
It points to our ability to find meaning even in the
most difficult moments of our lives.

{oo



RIGHT, I'LL BE OFF THEN!
DON'T SKIP BREAKFAST!

IF YOU WANT
A LIFT, YOU'D
BETTER HURRY.

YOU'RE NOT ¥
e i EVEN DRESSED
g N o HEY, \—/ YOU'RE
(REES & LOOK YOU.. FOLLOWING ME
el AROUND...

| : ” un!
a1} S N-NO...JUST A

MINVUTE...

{o2 103



AND YOU CAN'T COME

WITHME. YOU'D GET 5
SQUASHED OR SOMEONE /4
wOuULD FIND YOu. T

yOu \
——={ WAIT FORME
} v ]

'bﬂ}

W

,—-—-""--.-H

'llll'““' N e ——
|" rﬂ JOETTO

FRIEND.
/N = > ]

f )

_. p
/ -~

(S
A=y |

ICAN'T BE - - 7
LATE AGAIN A BAE!E,N\}U%LI_

ORI'LL
GETINTO
TROUBLE.

¥ = L — 4
i ¥ \ 5 >
L4

foa {os
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WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM
ME? YOU WANT TO RUIN
SOMETHING ELSE?

ISN'T WHAT HAPPENED
ALREADY ENOUGH?

T T [ Il J|
{’ \ ] : \ €
k \J 2
.
[
|| BT
o= 23 InE — 4
«"S- b —UJl (S il ?’] & & ,&:” ‘O
) -
4 o ER,\
: \ } Hl..,dé
\ )
£ 0) "-3 A
L: : § 2
f’ »’
).

{08

.
N
T i I [ H
T e [T AR AT i
_\ o |
\\.\. =
\ N T
d\‘\:
(O
JUST WANTED TO
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NO, 'M SORRY,
YOU CAN'T SEE HIM

YOUR DUTIES HERE. YOU COMPLETED
TODAY EITHER. o

YOUR REQUIRED HOURS A
WHILE AGO.

| | HOWEVER, SARA, | WANTED TO LET
; YOU KNOW THAT YOU'VE FULFILLED
P

HE'S STILL
NOT WELL, HE
CAN'T HAVE
VISITORS.

I
[
i

A
L

WHAT'S THAT
ON THE GIRL'S

WE'VE SUBMITTED
OUR REPORT ON YOUR
SERVICE.

LEO, THAT'S NONE OF
YOUR BUSINESS! SORRY
ABOUT THAT, ER... __

IT'S A VERY
GOOD
REPORT.

Ho 1



YUP,

DEFINITELY
GROWN.

=l
.‘c " SO..SHALL
I TELL YOU A
STORY?
R\

yEs?
)

LHAD THE
MOST AWFUL DAY
é = o ’/ . I‘IJ
- I:(I

13
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Chapter 7.

4

The letter SHIN means change. Change is an essential
aspect of reality but it should tend towards
repairing things and making them better,
otherwise the end result would
be total chaos.
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WHAT? SAM
CAME uP

ISENT HIM
PACKING, NOT
VERY NICELY.

¢

HE IS DARN
GOOD LOOKING
THOUGH,

I'D HAVE LIKED
THAT TOO, SINCE |
CAN'T TALK TO
MR T. NOW

AND HE WANTED
TO TALK.




..AND GRETA
HASN'T REPLIED
FOR WEEKS.

WHEN ARE YOU
GOING TO STOP
GROWING !

18 19




'LL HAVE TO LEAVE YOU IN
THE WOODS. | CAN'T HIDE
YOU ON THE BALCONY

I'LL COME EVERY DAY.
PROMISE. YOU LISTEN TO
ME, SO I'LL COME AND
TALK TO YOU.

DO YOU THINK N\
MR T. WILL GET
BETTER?

IF YOV CLIMB
UP HERE YOU CAN
WATCH THE ;
SUNSET.




27 KNOW WHAT? A
WHILE AGO, GRETA
GAVE ME BACK THAT
PENDANT.

SEE? :; HAVE IT'S A PITY
ONE THE SAME... EAL LIFE
LU s CANT BE FIXED

OTHER HALF OF IT.
IF YOU PUT THEM —\ SO EASILY. /
TOGETHER YOU i ¢ A
CAN'TEVEN SEE
THE CRACK.
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IT'S VERY
LATE
AND...

LISTEN, f]
IDON'T THINK
THIS IS A GOOD




P VES, MRS. ROSSI W,
SORRY ABOUT THAT,
IT'S JUST... /

SARA, IS THAT N
yYOU? | THOUGHT
IHEARD SOME
NOISES...

SORRY IT'S SO LATE,
1JUST WANTED TO SEE
YOU. THIS WHOLE THING
HAS REALLY GOTME

/' GRETA'S JUST
| WATCHING A FILM
\ INHER ROOM... /

SO, WELL,
I SHOULDN'T HAVE
BEHAVED LIKE THAT.

| THOUGHT YOU KNEW \
THAT HE WAS INTERESTED |
IN YOU AND LHADN'T

128 129



IT'S JUST THAT..IT
DIDN'T SEEM POSSIBLE
THAT...

THAT'S
WHERE
| WENT
WRONG. I'M
SORRY IF
IHURT
YOU.

I'M SORRY, I'VE
BEEN A
TERRIBLE
FRIEND.

IT STILL IS, EVEN THOUGH
WE WON'T WEAR THEM.

THAT HE
WAS INTERESTED
IN ME? OV,
THANKS.

IF? SERIOUSLY,
GRETAY 1 wWAS A
WRECK, AND | MADE
\ ARIGHT MESS TO
GET YOU TO
REALISE IT/

AND YOU

TOTALLY

DITCHED
ME.

AND ISHOULDN'THAVE N
GIVEN BACK THE PENDANT.IT
WAS A PRESENT.
/ LET'S SEE
HOW IT GOES,
EH?

EVEN THOUGH WE'VE
GROWN UP AND THINGS
HAVE CHANGED. -

!

DO YOU THINK WE CAN
SET THINGS STRAIGHT?
CAN WE BE LIKE
BEFORE?

A
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AND YOU'VE FINISHED
YOUR SERVICE. >
] ‘L . o I
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—
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—\[ |\ & Wb
THAT
— — wouLD
CAN STILL |—— BE LOVELY,
COME IN AS S THERE ARE PLEN-
A VOLUN- — TY OF ELDERLY
RESIDENTS
WHO...
|
-
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MR T.7 \

CAN1
COME IN?

TELL YOU...
AND THERE'S 3

— /" MR T, CAN
: YOU HEAR ME?
IT'S SARA.

: /IT'S SARA...
CAN YOU

\_ HEARME! / N\ N

CEEm———

———

I'VE GOT

SO MUCH TO

SO MUCH
IDON'T

d PLEASE

DON'T GO,
MR T. ..

13¢

WHAT ARE YOU
DOING HERE? WHO | £
LET YOU INY .




VLL TELL THEY
. MANAGER!

‘ ARE YOUL
FOLLOWING
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ERM...IF YOU'RE
TALKING TO ME,
I'D SAY NO.

BUTI'LL
ADMIT | CAME
DOWN HERE

HOPING TO

THAT WEIRD LAN-
GUAGE YOV WRITE AT
SCHOOL IS REALLY
BEAUVTIFuLL!

MEET

ISNUCK
INTO YOUR
CLASSROOM A FEW
TIMES DURING BREAK,
AND LOOKED AT
YOUR DESK...

ARE YOU JOKING?
IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL

MIKRE, FATE WAS ON MY /I

SIDE FOR A CHANGE. 4

HOW'S IT GOING AT
THE RETIREMENT
HOME? IT MUST BE
. PRETTY AWFUL...

ARE YOU GOING
HOMEY CAN 1 WALK
wiTH you?

A LUCKY
ENCOUNTER. IMET
A GREAT TEACHER
THERE. 'LL TELL
YOu...

TN

SURE...BY THE
WAY, SORRY FOR THE
OTHER DAY. IT WASN'T

I\, TO DO WITH YOU... A

W




A

SO THAT'S HOW %<&, | \ I s

=4 16OTINTO WRITING I DON'T “““ i
5 HEBREW LETTERS. £ ‘ \ MIND THING S WANTED TO L

~ * ' THAT TAKE TALK TO yOU Wil )

Trag WHAT FOR AGES. —

TIME.

ABOUT YOU?
WHAT DO YOU
LIKE DOING? /_Euad

COULD'VE
WAITED EVEN

Eo 1l
211

IN THE PARK
NEAR THE
wOODS, FOR
EXAMPLE.

Tl

i |

il

GOT GOoD
STAMINA,

DISTANCES DON'T |
BOTHER ME.

142 143



Chapter 8.

144

The letter GIMEL,
whose shape is like someone running,
represents our potential to progress.
Its numeric valve is three, referring to the
fact that even opposite forces can come
together to form something cohesive
and long-lasting.



—

.IT'S AREALLY GREAT
HALL WE GO AFTER
scHooL?

OHHH, SOMEONE'S WAITING

GO ON, TELL ME ANOTHER
STORY ABOUTMR T.
INROOM 26.

—

BEFORE THE
BELL GOES.

oK. 'LL
TELL YOU MY
FAVOURITE...

IT'S ABOUT ONE
OF HIS TEACHERS. HE
SAYS HE KNEW HIM
PERSONALLY, OF COURSE,
EVEN THOUGH THIS WAS IN
THE 1™ CENTURY...

147



IT'S A STORY ABOUT RABBI YEHUDAH BEN BEZALEL, CALLED RABBI LOEW.
HE WAS A GREAT RABBI WHO LIVED IN PRAGUE. HE DEDICATED HIS LIFE TO
PHILOSOPHY AND JEWISH MYSTICISM...

BUT HE WAS MOST FAMOUS FOR THE NIGHT IN WHICH, THANKS TO HIS
KNOWLEDGE OF THE HEBREW ALPHABET, HE CREATED A GOLEM. THAT NIGHT
HE CAME ACROSS A STRIP OF CLAY ON THE BANK OF THE VLTAVA RIVER.

ON ONE SIDE OF IT THE RIVER FLOWED CALMLY By. ON THE OTHER SIDE,
TOWARDS THE OLD TOWN, ROSE AN EARTHY CLIFF-FACE FULL OF
LITTLE RAVINES AND CAVES.

RABBI LOEW WENT INTO ONE OF THE CAVES AND DREW A LONG, NARROW OVAL
IN THE GROUND. HE CALLED FOR FIRE AND A BLUE FLAME APPEARED IN
THE OVAL, GLOWING BUT NOT BURNING ULP.

RABBI LOEW BENT DOWN, TOOK SOME OF THE HEAVY CLAY THAT WAS STEEPED
IN RIVER WATER IN HIS HANDS, AND BEGAN TO MOULD THE SHAPE OF A MAN.
STURDY LEGS, BODY, CHEST, ARMS, HEAD. LIKE ADAM, THE MAN GOD
SHAPED IN HIS HANDS WHEN THE WORLD BEGAN.

149



HJ,SO%%ETAJ A?r’f_l‘g’gx"{\[,’g‘#gﬁ lﬁi’}%ﬁi‘:‘gﬁ\’g}cEF{‘VAZS;’%"EJ";: ,‘_TK",‘;’EAR,Egg; SEyA INSTEAD, HE BECAME A SERVANT WHO COULD BE ORDERED AROUND AND SOON HE

e e e BEGAN TO GROW. HE BECAME BIGGER AND BIGGER AND IN THE END RABBI LOEW
ENABLING LIFE TO ENTER INTO THE GOLEM. AND THE GOLEM STOOD UP. . LOST CONTROL OF HIM. THE GOLEM WAS SO POWERFUL HE COULD HAVE
DESTROYED ANYTHING AND ANYONE.

HE WAS AN INCREDIBLY POWERFUL BEING, BUT HAD NO INTELLECT OR WILL.
NO WORDS. RABBI LOEW PERFORMED A GREAT SPIRITUAL EXERCISE WHEN

HE CREATED HIM, AND THAT IS WHAT IT SHOULD HAVE REMAINED. ONLY RABBI LOEW, WHO KNEW HIS SECRET, WAS ABLE TO STOP HIM. ALL HE HAD
TO DO WAS TO REMOVE ONE LETTER AND THE GOLEM WOULD GO BACK TO
BEING CLAY. yOU SEE, A SINGLE LETTER CAN MAKE THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN ONE WORLD AND ANOTHER.




Hv, b(g little
golem (s

—

expeding we.

What's up?
| know it’s
late but I'd
love to see
you.

153




SO YOU'RE GOING (CES| BB THENIM GLAD 1 ASKED
AWAY WITH YOUR DAD ) “| B\ you TOMEETME. TWO
TOMORROW? Yy : DAYSIS A LOT.

YEAH, TUST %
FOR A COUPLE
OF DAYS.




| QuICK, BEFORE MUM
GETS BACK...

{56 {53









Chapter 9.

162

The Letter AYIN is known as the "eye" and it is the symbol
of wisdom. Its shape is like a root that runs deep into
the earth. It refers to our ability to enter
deep into reality.



THE HOUSE
1S NICE,
YOU'LL SEE.

EVENIF
ITIS ABITFAR
AWAY.

SO, YOU'RE DONE
WITH COMMUNITY
SERVICE...

DESPITE THE

TODAY T
FACT THAT YOUL

FEELS EVEN
FURTHER THAN 3 IHARDLY SLEPT
USUAL. LAST NIGHT AND
I'M NOT SURE | CAN
GET THERE WITHOUT

IT WAS A USEFUL
EXPERIENCE,

WASN'TIT?
YAAAWN

W
LTV
s Lo L

oy ;
Mt
o

N

IT'LL BE SAFER IF
1 STOP AND CATCH
FORTY WINKS.

SURE,
DON'T WORRY.
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Hey what's
up? It's nap-
time here

No, slly, Dad
needed a

How DID
YOU FIND
ME?

16+
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AAAAAH!




THANKS...

SO YOU WEREN'T |
CROSS WITH ME.

"I THOUGHT YOU
WERE ANGRY '
BECAUSE L HADN'T £

WHY DID YOU
GO INTO MY
HOUSE LAST
NIGHTUIT

™ ME.

L

FRIGHTENED

AND JUST
NOW TOO..l WAS




YOU THINK
ISHOULD PUTITIN
THE NEW HOUSE?

yoOu CAME
JUST TO TELL ME
TO TAKE THIS?

IT wWiLL

1S THAT WHAT
YOU WANTED TO
TELL ME LAST
NIGHT?
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THE FURNISHING S -
ARE TJUST WHATEVER |
LCOULD FIND...

A1

NEVER BEEN

'VE
AT THESE
THINGS.

VERY GOOD

THIS IS
YOUR HOME
TOO. REMEMBER
THAT, WON'T

: you?

AND WHAT ©
HAPPENED
BETWEEN ME
AND YOUR MUM
WAS NOTHING
TO DO WITH YOU
OR WITH YOUR
ACCIDENT.

IT WASN'T
YOUR FAULT
AT ALL, SARA.
I'D LIKE YOU TO
SAY SO TOO.

I'D LIKE TO HEAR
YOU SAYIT.




NICE
DARTS BOARD.
LET'S PLAY
LATER!

LOOK AROUND

WHILE I GET
SOME FOOD
READY!

0
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Chapter I0.

The letter HET is called "life" and it is shaped like a doorway.
It refers to the union between man and woman,
and their love that reaches into infinity.
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PHEW... THAT
WAS GOOD!
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HEY, 1S
SOMETHING
vp?

IT'S JUST
THAT ’'M NOT
SURE IF | CAN BE
THIS HAPPY..
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RIGHT NOW...1 REALLY >
MISS MR T. I DON'T KNOW
) IFI'LL EVER SEE HIM

il ‘?’ 7
Wl v -

OK..WELL,

YOU CAME RUNNING
WITH ME SO NOW | WANT
TO HEAR ONE OF YOUR
STORIES FROMMR T.
INROOM 26...

" ALL RIGHT,
I'VE GOT
ONE.

ACTUALLY
IT'S NOT REALLY A
STORY, MORE A
COMMENTARY.

IN ONE OF THE CREATION
STORIES IN THE TORAH, IT SAYS
"GOD CREATED PEOPLE; MALE

AND FEMALE HE CREATED

THEM.”

THE FIRST
HUMAN WAS
SIMULTANE-
OuSLY MAN
AND WOMAN.

’ AT SOME POINT, GOD )
SEPARATED THE FEMALE PART ]

FROM THE MALE PART.

UM...
OUR SOVULMATE,
“\  BASICALLY.

SEPARATION
TRIGGERED A SAD
FEELING OF INCOM-
PLETENESS IN EACH OF
THE TWO PARTS. THAT'S
WHY WE ALL SEARCH
UNTIL WE FIND OUR
OTHER HALF.

185




DON'T YOU
THINK IT'S A BIT
OVER THE TOP?
THAT THERE'S
SOMEONE WE'VE
ALWAYS BEEN
MADE FORY? LIKE
A MISSING
PIECET

I'M THINKING
ABOUT My PARENTS.
AND ABOUT GRETA

PENDANT FROM WHEN
WE WERE LITTLE.

Ny, Wy Wé‘, Vo

2"

A

THE MISSING
PIECE IS OFTEN
SOMETHING THAT
WE HAD, BUT
WE'VE LOST.

BELIEVE WE NEED

ANYTHING EXTERNAL |
INORDER TOBE /

HAPPY...

o\ WE HAVE YET TO
N\_ UNDERSTAND.

BUT MAYBE WE DO
CHOOSE FRIENDS OR
FALL IN LOVE WITH
PEOPLE WHO HELP
US TO UNDERSTAND
THEM. OR WHO WIiLL
LOOK FOR THEM
WITH US. G

C -
’ AND NOTHING 1S N\_\
FOREVER, ANYWAY. 17\

OR MAYBE ITIS?
WHO KNOWS.

; MAYBE WE X
HAVE TO BELIEVEIT
: IS. MAYBEIT'S ALL
CONTAINED IN ONE WORD
THAT MAKES THINGS
HAPPEN. LIKE THE
"BERESHIT AT THE

BEGINNING OF THE AN

WORLD.

THEN AGAIN,
IT TAKES SO
MUCH TO MAKE A |l
\ WHOLE WORLD
HAPPEN.

IT'S NO
GOOD JusT
TOBUILDIT, IT
WON'T WORK
ONITS OWN.

YOU HAVE %
TO KNOW HOW
TO REPAIRIT,
IMPROVE IT EACH
AND EVERY
DAY. 7

7 MAYBE CREATION N
1S SOMETHING THAT'S

NEVER FINISHED.
MAYBE THAT'S THE
ONLY PROMISE
THERE IS.

MR T.1S
CLEVERER
THAN L AM.

18%



YOU HAVE
BEAUTIFUL EYES,
YOU SHOULD sHow
THEM OFF MORE
OFTEN...

ALONG N
WITH WHAT'S Y
IN YOUR HEAD.

AND WHO YOV
ARE.

L 4 /!
Gt

IREALLY
LIKE YOU,
SARA.

OOPS! I LEFT MY
PHONE ON THE
GRASS!

'LL BE RIGHT BACK,
DON'T GO
AwWAY!

189
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Chapter I..

TAV is the last letter in the alphabet and
the last letter in the word "emet" (truth).
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SURE,
BUT WHAT'S
YOUR NAME?

ALWAYS LIKED
THE LETTER

ONE MORE
QUESTION...

MR T.9

WHERE
ARE YOU?

; WHY ARE YOU
\" CALLED MR T.Z LKNOW
IT'S NOT YOUR REAL
: NAME...




CAN YOV
READ MY

MAL frag.
Ervug
W,

ot e
K
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THEN
YOU'VE
LEARNT
SOMETHING!

RABBI LOEW....
WHOISMR T.7

200

MR T. TOLD
ME ALOT

ABOUT YOU.

THAT'S EXACTLY
WHAT YOU
ALREADY

.. THATI'M FOND

THAT'S ENOUGH.

SO THAT YOV COULD
GROW IN WiSDOM,
THAT MUCH
1S CLEAR.

BuT HOW DID
HE KNOW ALL
THOSE THINGS?
WHERE DID HE
GET THEM FROM?
WHY DID HE
TELL ME THEMY?

: ) DID YOUR \@J
BUT WHAT TEACHER TELL

,
- wisDOM? | ONLY KNOW
@3 4 THEALPUABET AND A YQUTHATTHELET-
1 BUNCH OF RlDlCULOUS ] PHABET WERE ALLIT
STORIES. 3
)\ TOOK TO CREATE
&, THE WORLD?




TO DO WHAT?
CREATE A

©  THENHE
WAS A GOOD
TEACHER.

YOUR WORLD,
YES. A NEw ONE. Wg&: :—AOSiW,
1IT'S TIME!
ONE MORE
QUESTIONY

202

COURSE!

WHAT WAS .
THE WORD YOU WROTE
ON THE FOREHEAD OF
YOUR GOLEM TO MAKE
HIM STAND UP, TO BRING
HIM TO LIFE?

1S THAT WHY
MY GOLEM STOOD up
TOO? BECAUSE | WROTE
THE TRUTH ON THAT
SCRAP OF PAPER I STUCK
INTO THE CLAY?

A VERY
POWERFUL

203



Chapter I2.

The letter YOD is the simplest character
in the whole alphabet. Its name is like the word "hand"
and it refers to the ability to grasp concepts, i.e. intelligence.
It's also like "friend": the ability to hold someone's hand.
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WOULD IT BOTHER
YOU IF WE STOPPED
BY THE RETIREMENT
HOME ON THE WAY
TO MINE?

THEY PROBABLY
WON'T TELL ME,
THOUGH.

206 20t



ICAN'T
BELIEVE IT.

/;()T THAT

1 COULD HAVE DONE
ANYTHING.

s S

USELESS.

YOU COULD
SAY A PRAYER
FOR HIM...

ONE OF HIS
OWN...

HE WASN'T THE
PRAYING TYPE. LY
- -~ ,rﬂg
355; %.-f
W

%Z,g

-t %“""‘l.'!

=

L8
DID ONCE
TELL ME
SOMETHING.

IT WAS ABOUT A RABBI
WHO COULDN'T REMEMBER
ANY PRAYERS.

MAYBE HE'D LOST

HIS FAITH TOO, I'M

NOT SURE.ICAN'T
REMEMBER.

208
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SO THIS RABBI SAID:
"LORD, | WILL RECITE THE
HEBREW ALPHABET FIVE
TIMES A DAY AND..."

/\:JHAT DID
HE SAY?

"..AND LORD, YOU KNOW ~L i
ALL OUR PRAYERS, SO YOU CAN PUT N
THE LETTERS TOGETHER TO MAKE
A\ THE PRAYERS THAT | CAN'T REMEMBER
R OR READ ANY MORE.

SOMETHING
LIKE THAT..

WHAT A STORY.
YOUR FRIEND WAS

* / RECITE ALL THE
LETTERS OF THE
ALPHABET FIVE
TIMES OVER.

YEAH, HERE,
NOw, FOR ~ : ' if o N :
HIM.T'LL ; [ ¢ gasied | ez s 1 =T ..
LISTEN. : y 1118 it ,’é e N =







Chapter I3.

The letter MEM is reminiscent of the word "water" (mayim),
which is a symbol of love. This letter represents simplicity
and refers to our ability to be ourselves,
through and through.
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WHAT NOow?

SO 1S 1T TIME?

MR T, IS
THAT YOU?

BEEN YOU?
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For much of my life, the Hebrew alphabet was my
fantasy world.

I say alphabet, because I certainly wouldn't say that
I ever mastered Hebrew.

My studies came to an end soon after my first attempts
at translating texts from the Scriptures, from biblical
Hebrew. But over those few years I had various
teachers, and the way those letters kept me company was
most extraordinary.

Most people I knew were learning English, French or
Spanish. My friends and classmates travelled abroad to
try out the languages they had learnt in the classroom,
while I just travelled back in time. To cuneiform
Ugaritic.. but it was Hebrew that

characters, Akkadian,

really stole my heart.
What was so captivating about it?

What did I want to learn from it?
There's a whole universe to explore within this

language. Each letter houses a world of its own,
created by its shape, its sound, and its numerical

Every word can be put together on various
reconceived in other

value.

levels, picked apart, examined,

texts. What is more, in the Scriptures it's a word that
creates. Out of nothing, a word is spoken, and creation
begins.

Words make things happen.

So this, then, is what I was after. At a time when
everything around me was changing, because I was
growing up, I tried to bring my own words to life,
attempted to grasp the secret that would enable my

It was during those years when I

I make.
moves,

Poem, from the Greek verb “poiéo”,
just it: poetry makes. It creates, reveals,
makes you fall in love, leave,

illuminates,

words to speak and do.
was studying Hebrew that I began to write poems. *
And that's

touches,

start afresh..
The Hebrew alphabet transported me into another world
It accompanied me through a time

where words mattered.

when I didn't feel able to talk and when real life

seemed full of broken promises. That world looked after

me, because it enabled my words to gain courage, as it

does Sara's. Or at least it made them more than just an

illusion, a mute presence in my shadow, like a golem.
perhaps there are some words waiting to be

Who knows,

brought to life in you, too.

Silvia Vecchini

*from a poem by
Vera Lucia De Oliveria.
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